
In	1939	,	when	war	came	in	Europe	,	
unemployment	in	America	,	a8er	6	fu;le	
years	of	their	trying	to	solve	it	,	stood	just	
under	9	Â½	million	.	Let	's	face	it	:	It	took	
war	to	solve	the	unemployment	riddle	for	
them	.	A8er	the	war	was	over	opposi;on	
spokesmen	forecast	some	6	million	
unemployed	.

And	nothing	more	clearly	demonstrates	the	
extent	and	depth	and	scope	of	that	
indifference	than	a	statement	which	Mr.	
Nixon	made	this	June	to	Republican	
businessmen	in	Hot	Springs	,	Va	.	Unless	
unemployment	goes	over	4.5	million	it	can	
not	become	a	significant	issue	in	the	minds	
of	a	great	many	people	*	*	*	there	must	be	
some	unemployment	.	I	do	not	agree	-	and	
the	Democra;c	Party	has	never	agreed	.

There	are	depressed	areas	not	only	in	eastern	
Kentucky	,	but	all	over	the	country	.	There	are	
too	many	small	business	failures	,	and	too	
much	big	business	unemployment	,	not	only	
here	in	Louisville	,	but	all	over	the	country	.	
Steel	produc;on	is	too	low	,	not	only	in	
Newport	,	but	all	over	the	country	.

And	,	so	I	want	to	make	clear	where	we	do	stand	.	I	
favor	programs	,	programs	that	are	construc;ve	,	
programs	that	will	work	,	programs	that	will	
produce	progress	;	more	schools	,	a	breakthrough	
in	science	,	a	breakthrough	in	medical	care	and	
medical	research	,	progress	in	terms	of	be]er	jobs	
for	the	American	people	,	raising	the	minimum	
standards	as	far	as	our	minimum	wage	,	and	our	
unemployment	coverage	is	concerned	.	All	of	these	
things	I	stand	for	,	but	I	want	to	make	one	thing	
clear	:	As	far	as	the	cost	of	my	programs	are	
concerned	,	they	are	billions	less	than	what	my	
opponent	's	would	cost	.

Listening	to	the	opposi;on	,	one	would	never	
know	that	there	are	almost	68	million	
Americans	at	work	in	our	$	500	billion	
economy	and	that	Americans	are	earning	at	a	
record	annual	rate	of	over	$	408	billion	.	One	
will	never	learn	from	my	opponent	that	
employment	declined	less	than	seasonally	
last	month	and	that	unemployment	went	
down	more	than	seasonally	.	Unemployment	
dropped	not	only	as	to	number	but	also	as	a	
percentage	of	the	labor	force	.

But	this	would	be	basically	true	regardless	of	
who	wins	.	No	President	-	Democra;c	or	
Republican	-	will	be	sa;sfied	with	growing	
unemployment	,	lagging	economic	growth	or	
excessive	price	infla;on	that	adversely	affects	
our	trade	with	other	na;ons	as	well	as	our	
stability	here	at	home	.	And	both	candidates	are	
also	equally	opposed	to	excessive	,	unjus;fied	
or	unnecessary	government	interven;on	in	the	
economy	-	to	needlessly	unbalanced	budgets	
and	centralized	government	.

	This	le]er	from	this	12-year-old	boy	sums	up	the	
concern	that	I	found	all	over	the	United	States	as	
we	have	traveled	this	country	north	,	east	,	west	,	
and	south	.	This	concern	and	the	idea	that	this	is	
the	major	of	this	campaign	is	held	not	only	by	
Republicans	but	by	Democrats	and	independents	,	
and	I	find	that	as	far	as	this	par;cular	issue	is	
concerned	,	it	transcends	all	the	rest	,	because	
while	people	,	of	course	,	are	interested	in	how	
government	can	provide	the	climate	in	which	we	
can	con;nue	to	have	good	jobs	and	high	wages	and	
how	government	can	provide	the	necessary	
procedures	through	which	we	can	have	social	
security	in	;mes	of	unemployment	and	be]er	
schools	and	hospitals	-	while	they	are	interested	in	
these	things	,	they	know	it	does	n't	make	any	
difference	if	we	had	all	those	things	if	we	are	not	
around	to	enjoy	them	.	I	say	to	you	the	biggest	,	
major	issue	which	we	should	talk	about	today	
above	all	others	is	this	:	Which	of	the	two	
candidates	for	the	Vice	Presidency	and	the	
Presidency	can	best	provide	the	leadership	for	
America	and	the	free	world	in	these	next	4	years	
which	will	keep	the	peace	without	surrender	and	
which	will	extend	the	freedom	throughout	the	
world	.

You	won	a	great	victory	2	years	ago	here	in	
California	,	and	this	State	is	going	to	lead	the	
way	to	another	great	victory	exactly	2	months	
from	tonight	.	Pat	Brown	,	working	with	a	
Democra;c	legislature	,	has	wri]en	human	
rights	into	California	law	-	broader	
unemployment	compensa;on	.	More	help	for	
the	aged	and	needy	.

They	would	have	thought	of	the	people	and	
we	would	have	had	a	bill	that	would	have	
done	something	about	it	.	I	say	to	you	today	,	
and	I	pledge	to	you	,	that	America	,	first	,	can	
not	afford	to	allow	any	pockets	of	
unemployment	to	exist	.	We	can	not	afford	
not	to	use	the	tremendous	human	resources	
that	are	here	in	this	area	that	are	not	being	
used	.

Throughout	the	en;re	Na;on	men	and	
women	-	almost	4	million	of	them	-	are	
looking	for	jobs	.	Economists	tell	us	that	an	
unemployment	rate	of	6	percent	is	the	
danger	signal	.	When	a	community	passes	
that	point	it	is	officially	regarded	as	an	area	of		
substan;al	labor	surplus	.

But	we	can	always	do	be]er	and	I	am	
determined	that	we	shall	do	be]er	in	quickening	
the	pace	of	our	economic	advance	and	in	
minimizing	interrup;ons	to	it	.	I	am	determined	
to	undertake	every	sensible	measure	to	that	
end	,	to	li8	to	ever	higher	levels	the	number	of	
jobs	in	America	,	to	reduce	unemployment	
further	,	and	to	u;lize	more	fully	our	industrial	
capacity	in	steel	and	other	lines	To	achieve	that	
goal	we	must	release	fully	the	greatest	crea;ve	
force	in	human	affairs	-	the	spirit	of	individual	
enterprise	in	180	million	Americans	.	That	effort	
calls	for	a	many-sided	program	which	I	have	
been	developing	,	and	will	con;nue	to	develop	,	
in	this	campaign	.

[	Applause	.	]	Can	you	possibly	say	that	our	
power	is	increasing	when	you	know	that	next	
winter	and	next	spring	the	United	States	will	
face	a	most	serious	crisis	over	Berlin	at	a	;me	
when	our	strength	is	not	rising	in	rela;on	to	
that	of	the	Communists	?	Do	you	feel	that	
this	administra;on	has	solved	the	problem	of	
unemployment	,	when	we	have	more	people	
out	of	work	now	,	this	fall	,	than	any	;me	
except	for	the	three	postwar	recessions	?	Do	
you	feel	that	your	children	are	going	to	get	
jobs	when	you	realize	that	we	have	to	find	
25,000	new	jobs	a	week	for	the	next	10	years	
in	order	to	provide	employment	for	our	
people	?	I	believe	this	country	can	meet	its	
responsibili;es	,	to	its	own	ci;zens	and	those	
around	the	world	,	but	I	think	we	have	to	do	
be]er	than	we	are	doing	and	that	is	the	
issue	.	Do	you	agree	?	I	think	you	do	.

For	6	years	in	the	1930	's	the	opposi;on	
failed	miserably	to	solve	the	problem	of	
unemployment	.	In	1939	,	when	war	came	in	
Europe	,	unemployment	in	America	,	a8er	6	
fu;le	years	of	their	trying	to	solve	it	,	stood	
just	under	9	Â½	million	.	Let	's	face	it	:	It	took	
war	to	solve	the	unemployment	riddle	for	
them	.

And	Roosevelt	and	Landon	,	and	Truman	and	
Dewey	.	Where	did	they	get	those	candidates	?	The	
Republican	Party	for	25	years	has	put	up	candidates	,	
and	,	as	a	party	,	has	taken	the	posi;on	against	every	
piece	of	progressive	legisla;on	that	serves	the	
people	,	from	minimum	wage	to	unemployment	
compensa;on	,	to	be]er	housing	,	to	aid	for	
educa;on	,	to	more	equal	rights	for	all	Americans	,	
for	a	stronger	defense	for	a	stronger	and	more	vital	
society	.	The	Republican	Party	,	ever	since	it	drove	
Theodore	Roosevelt	into	the	wilderness	50	years	
ago	,	has	stood	s;ll	.

Five	;mes	they	have	ignored	the	President	's	
recommenda;ons	and	,	instead	,	they	have	passed	
two	pork-barrel	bills	of	their	own	,	each	in	an	
elec;on	year	,	1958	and	1960	,	and	each	so	full	of	
poli;cs	they	were	obviously	nothing	but	veto-bait	.	
The	1960	bill	supported	by	my	opponent	was	so	
bad	,	for	example	,	that	rela;vely	li]le	help	would	
have	gone	to	the	areas	of	chronic	unemployment	
really	needing	it	.	This	poli;cally	inspired	,	
opportunis;c	bill	would	have	fri]ered	away	much	
of	its	assistance	on	places	bearing	no	resemblance	
to	our	few	truly	distressed	areas	.

In	order	to	make	good	on	arbitrary	budget	
promises	,	they	cut	back	aircra8	and	missile	
programs	essen;al	to	deter	a	surprise	a]ack	and	
then	par;ally	reinstate	them	when	elec;on	day	
nears	.	This	is	false	economy	at	its	worst	,	but	it	is	
no	more	false	than	the	detestable	charge	that	I	
would	shi8	defense	jobs	from	this	State	to	some	
other	area	of	unemployment	.	What	Mr.	Nixon	does	
n't	understand	is	that	the	President	of	the	United	
States	represents	all	the	people	in	all	the	States	.

I	know	what	it	is	in	the	li]le	store	in	which	I	worked	
to	see	a	child	of	an	unemployed	man	come	in	and	
have	to	ask	to	put	things	on	the	bill	,	knowing	that	
his	dad	or	hers	probably	was	n't	going	to	get	a	job	
for	a	while	.	I	know	what	con;nued	unemployment	
can	do	,	not	only	to	the	men	,	but	worse	,	to	the	
morale	of	the	children	.	I	know	what	it	is	for	a	family	
to	a]empt	to	meet	the	bills	at	the	end	of	the	
month	.

And	in	both	1958	and	1959	,	an	average	of	more	than	
1	million	idle	workers	remained	out	of	a	job	for	more	
than	15	weeks	-	the	highest	number	since	before	the	
war	.	These	figures	tell	a	human	story	-	the	story	of	
unemployment	benefits	running	out	-	of	3	million	
Americans	forced	to	live	on	an	unhealthy	tasteless	diet	
of	surplus	foods	-	a	story	of	hardship	and	personal	
tragedy	.	What	,	then	,	does	Mr.	Nixon	mean	when	he	
says	we	are	enjoying	the	greatest	prosperity	that	
Americans	have	ever	enjoyed	?	Perhaps	he	believes	
that	if	only	1	out	of	every	10	Americans	are	unable	to	
find	full-;me	work	,	the	other	9	out	of	every	10	must	
be	doing	all	right	.

I	think	that	you	know	the	issues	of	this	campaign	
well	.	There	is	no	community	in	the	United	States	
in	the	last	2	or	3	years	that	has	learned	a	harder	
lesson	of	what	it	means	to	live	under	a	Republican	
administra;on	[	applause	]	and	an	administra;on	
which	has	permi]ed	unemployment	in	this	
community	to	double	in	the	last	12	months	.	
[	Response	from	the	audience	.

Promises	for	what	?	Promises	that	would	go	back	.	
Promises	that	would	restore	in	this	country	policies	
that	reduced	the	value	of	our	dollars	;	promises	that	
would	bring	back	in	this	country	policies	which	
discouraged	business	investment	,	policies	which	
resulted	in	unemployment	,	policies	which	stagnated	
the	American	economy	.	I	just	want	to	say	in	that	
connec;on	that	,	as	you	consider	the	promises	that	
have	been	made	in	this	campaign	,	we	all	must	
remember	that	we	pay	for	them	,	and	as	far	as	my	
opponent	is	concerned	all	that	he	offers	is	-	what	?	He	
offers	promises	;	promises	that	would	add	$	15	billion	
a	year	to	our	Federal	spending	in	Washington	.

Gepng	down	to	specific	problems	of	concern	to	
business	,	Senator	Kennedy	feels	that	the	most	
effec;ve	an;dote	for	infla;on	is	increased	produc;vity	
and	greater	produc;on	.	He	advocates	a	balanced	
budget	,	except	during	;mes	of	emergency	affec;ng	
the	na;onal	security	,	or	high	rate	of	unemployment	.	
Collec;ve	bargaining	must	take	public	as	well	as	
private	interest	into	account	.

In	fact	,	unemployment	is	only	insignificant	to	Mr.	Nixon	
and	a	Republican	Party	which	has	opposed	every	
Democra;c	effort	to	put	men	back	to	work	in	the	past	8	
years	-	which	has	complacently	stood	by	while	
unemployment	rose	from	less	than	2	million	in	1952	to	4	
million	today	and	while	Michigan	lost	more	than	100,000	
jobs	despite	an	expanding	popula;on	.	For	I	believe	that	
the	American	people	are	going	to	reject	a	party	which	-	
again	in	Mr.	Nixon	's	words	-	believes	that		
unemployment	is	inevitable	,		a	party	which	lacks	faith	in	
the	capacity	of	a	strong	and	growing	America	to	provide	
jobs	for	all	its	people	,	a	party	which	,	in	the	most	
fundamental	sense	,	is	lepng	America	run	down	because	
it	is	failing	to	build	America	up	,	a	party	whose	candidate	
is	all	too	ready	to	threaten	war	but	is	unwilling	to	build	
up	the	strength	which	is	the	only	guarantee	of	peace	,	
who	is	always	willing	to	speak	loudly	,	but	is	unwilling	to	
be	sure	that	America	carries	a	big	s;ck	.	The	Republican	
slowdown	of	the	American	economy	is	reflected	in	the	
record	of	the	past	30	years	.

Have	you	ever	talked	to	a	Negro	mother	as	I	have	?	Have	
you	ever	heard	her	tell	you	,	try	to	explain	to	a	child	in	
the	South	?	How	do	you	explain	that	she	can	go	into	a	
store	and	buy	a	loaf	of	bread	but	ca	n't	sit	at	the	counter	
and	have	a	Coca	-	Cola	?	This	makes	you	understand	that	
it	is	n't	enough	just	to	pass	laws	;	it	is	n't	enough	just	to	
make	speeches	,	but	what	you	have	to	do	is	do	what	the	
A]orney	General	of	the	United	States	must	do	,	not	just	a	
lot	of	promises	and	talk	,	but	get	in	the	leaders	of	
chainstores	and	get	them	to	agree	to	break	down	this	
barrier	so	that	we	can	remove	this	block	from	the	people	
of	this	country	and	our	Na;on	.	What	about	
unemployment	?	How	can	you	believe	me	when	I	say	I	
will	move	this	economy	forward	,	that	we	will	use	all	the	
power	of	this	Government	to	fight	unemployment	,	to	
fight	recession	;	but	,	more	than	that	,	we	're	going	to	use	
it	in	a	posi;ve	way	to	s;mulate	employment	,	to	open	
new	avenues	for	expansion	of	economy	?	How	do	you	
know	?	How	can	you	believe	me	?	I	'll	tell	you	why	.	
Because	I	know	what	it	means	.

They	voted	against	the	social	security	in	1935	,	and	
they	voted	against	the	medical	care	for	the	aged	in	
1960	.	They	opposed	unemployment	compensa;on	
in	the	thir;es	,	a8er	the	State	of	Wisconsin	had	
originally	invented	it	,	and	they	opposed	Federal	
standards	for	unemployment	compensa;on	in	1958	
and	1959	.	Par;es	do	mean	something	.

I	will	tell	you	today	the	things	that	I	believe	are	
necessary	,	the	program	that	I	stand	for	.	I	will	
tell	you	,	for	example	,	that	I	think	we	need	
economic	policies	that	will	s;mulate	the	crea;ve	
energies	of	a	hundred	and	eighty	million	people	,	
that	will	increase	employment	,	that	we	need	
Government	policies	,	for	example	,	which	will	
provide	be]er	guarantees	and	be]er	protec;on	
against	unemployment	than	we	presently	have	.	
I	will	tell	you	today	,	for	example	,	that	I	think	
those	policies	will	produce	more	economic	
programs	and	progress	than	will	the	policies	of	
our	opponents	.

And	behind	the	sta;s;cs	are	people	.	I	have	seen	in	
West	Virginia	and	Pennsylvania	what	unemployment	
means	.	It	means	hungry	children	-	families	unable	to	
afford	decent	clothes	or	a	decent	home	to	live	in.	Let	us	
face	facts	:	We	will	not	have	full	employment	and	rapid	
economic	growth	in	America	without	posi;ve	policies	
to	get	it	.

Mr.	Kennedy	did	n't	men;on	this	,	nor	did	he	men;on	that	
today	there	are	almost	68	million	jobs	in	America	at	the	
highest	wages	in	history	.	Nor	did	he	men;on	that	last	
month	employment	rose	more	than	usual	and	
unemployment	dropped	more	than	usual	.	He	also	
inevitably	fails	to	men;on	that	these	Republican	years	
America	has	enjoyed	the	greatest	real	prosperity	it	has	
ever	known	.

Today	almost	4	million	Americans	are	out	of	work	and	another	
3	million	must	struggle	to	maintain	a	decent	standard	of	living	
on	part-;me	work	and	half-full	pay	envelopes	.	And	nowhere	
has	the	impact	of	Republican	unemployment	been	greater	
than	in	the	126	sec;ons	of	this	country	which	are	classified	as	
areas	of	chronic	labor	surplus	,	areas	where	large	numbers	of	
men	,	long	out	of	work	,	can	not	find	new	jobs	,	areas	where	
unemployment	compensa;on	checks	are	runnning	out	,	
where	industry	has	declined	or	collapsed	,	where	families	
struggle	for	the	bare	essen;als	of	a	decent	life	,	where	
thousands	are	forced	to	depend	on	meager	and	inadequate	
Government	surplus	food	packages	for	existence	.	These	are	
the	rapidly	growing	islands	of	poverty	in	the	midst	of	a	rich	
and	abundant	America	-	islands	which	have	been	growing	in	
number	and	expanding	in	size	under	the	leadership	of	a	
Republican	Party	which	is	indifferent	to	the	urgent	human	
needs	of	our	own	people	and	which	has	fought	against	every	
effort	of	the	Democra;c	Party	to	eliminate	poverty	and	
distress	in	America	.

I	have	no	doubt	that	the	men	of	li]le	faith	who	lead	
the	Republican	Party	will	cri;cize	this	goal	as	utopian	
and	unrealis;c	.	Such	cri;cism	comes	easily	to	a	party	
whose	candidate	has	said	that		unemployment	is	
inevitable		-	a	party	which	has	allowed	the	
unemployment	rate	to	soar	to	5.7	percent	-	a	party	
which	has	presided	over	a	con;nual	decline	in	our	
rate	of	economic	growth	.	But	such	cri;cism	will	not	
halt	our	efforts	.

One	will	never	learn	from	my	opponent	that	employment	
declined	less	than	seasonally	last	month	and	that	
unemployment	went	down	more	than	seasonally	.	
Unemployment	dropped	not	only	as	to	number	but	also	
as	a	percentage	of	the	labor	force	.	His	pessimis;c	talk	
today	recalls	to	my	mind	the	situa;on	in	1953	when	the	
Eisenhower	administra;on	assumed	responsibility	for	the	
Na;on	's	affairs	.

And	unemployment	is	not	insignificant	to	the	Democra;c	
Party	-	which	has	always	pursued	a	policy	of	full	
employment	-	which	has	never	said	that	there		must	be	
some	unemployment		and	which	is	going	to	see	that	there	
are	jobs	for	all	Americans	in	the	six;es	.	In	fact	,	
unemployment	is	only	insignificant	to	Mr.	Nixon	and	a	
Republican	Party	which	has	opposed	every	Democra;c	
effort	to	put	men	back	to	work	in	the	past	8	years	-	which	
has	complacently	stood	by	while	unemployment	rose	from	
less	than	2	million	in	1952	to	4	million	today	and	while	
Michigan	lost	more	than	100,000	jobs	despite	an	expanding	
popula;on	.	For	I	believe	that	the	American	people	are	
going	to	reject	a	party	which	-	again	in	Mr.	Nixon	's	words	-	
believes	that		unemployment	is	inevitable	,		a	party	which	
lacks	faith	in	the	capacity	of	a	strong	and	growing	America	
to	provide	jobs	for	all	its	people	,	a	party	which	,	in	the	
most	fundamental	sense	,	is	lepng	America	run	down	
because	it	is	failing	to	build	America	up	,	a	party	whose	
candidate	is	all	too	ready	to	threaten	war	but	is	unwilling	to	
build	up	the	strength	which	is	the	only	guarantee	of	peace	,	
who	is	always	willing	to	speak	loudly	,	but	is	unwilling	to	be	
sure	that	America	carries	a	big	s;ck	.

He	knows	it	,	the	economy	is	moving	up	.	He	knows	that	
unemployment	went	down	more	than	seasonally	last	month	
and	employment	went	up	more	than	seasonally	,	and	you	
know	a	funny	thing	?	In	that	same	Detroit	paper	that	I	saw	
was	an	eight-column	head		Kennedy	Predicts	Recession	.		You	
know	what	an	eight-column	head	right	underneath	it	was	?		
Auto	Sales	at	an	All;me	High	in	America	.

[	Applause	.	]	Since	this	campaign	began	,	I	have	spoken	in	
areas	of	heavy	and	prolonged	unemployment	in	at	least	a	
dozen	States	.	And	I	can	tell	you	that	those	of	you	who	
live	in	this	area	are	not	alone	in	having	thousands	of	
ci;zens	who	want	to	work	,	who	are	able	to	work	,	but	
who	have	gone	for	months	and	even	years	without	
finding	work	.

He	can	not	run	on	a	plarorm	sepng	one	
State	against	another	.	I	want	full	
employment	in	California	and	New	York	and	
across	the	Na;on	;	it	is	Mr.	Nixon	who	calls	
unemployment	inevitable	.	(	4	)	Civil	rights	
are	not	merely	of	importance	to	minority	
groups	.

Steel	is	at	barely	half	capacity	,	homebuilding	at	two-thirds	.	
Unemployment	has	been	at	recession	levels	for	months	,	
and	the	hours	of	work	and	take-home	pay	of	factory	
workers	has	fallen	.	I	am	sure	that	the	people	of	Scranton	
and	of	Pennsylvania	do	not	want	to	trust	their	economic	
future	to	a	poli;cal	party	which	now	threatens	its	third	
recession	in	just	6	years	.

We	are	going	to	have	to	build	a	be]er	life	for	our	
people	.	As	long	as	there	are	15	million	American	
homes	which	are	substandard	,	as	long	as	there	
are	millions	of	Americans	who	are	not	even	paid	a	
dollar	an	hour	,	as	long	as	there	are	hundreds	of	
thousands	of	Americans	out	of	work	,	living	on	an	
average	unemployment	compensa;on	check	of	$	
31	a	week	-	what	do	they	do	when	they	go	out	of	a	
job	?	Where	do	they	go	to	work	?	How	do	they	
keep	their	families	?	How	do	they	pay	their	rent	?	
These	are	the	problems	that	disturb	America	.	How	
do	we	maintain	our	posi;on	in	the	world	?	How	do	
we	provide	fairness	and	equality	of	opportunity	for	
all	Americans	?	I	think	that	on	Tuesday	my	job	and	
responsibility	and	that	of	Mr.	Nixon	's	is	over	.

Social	security	?	They	voted	against	it	.	Minimum	wage	?	
Unemployment	compensa;on	?	Housing	?	Name	it	.	This	
administra;on	has	stood	s;ll	,	and	the	result	is	that	the	
image	of	America	as	a	moving	society	throughout	the	
world	has	stood	s;ll	.

These	are	programs	for	which	I	stand	.	Also	,	we	
believe	in	programs	which	would	deal	with	the	
problems	of	unemployment	more	effec;vely	.	
Programs	which	will	deal	with	the	problems	of	the	
depressed	areas	.

So	part	of	it	requires	a	local	effort	and	part	of	it	
requires	a	State	effort	and	part	of	it	requires	a	
na;onal	effort	.	I	believe	the	next	President	of	the	
United	States	should	sign	the	following	bills	,	and	if	
I	am	elected	I	will	do	so	:	1.	The	area	distress	bill	,	a	
bill	which	put	the	credit	and	power	and	vigor	of	the	
economy	of	the	Federal	Government	in	those	areas	
where	unemployment	is	higher	than	7	or	8	percent	
for	a	long	period	of	;me	.	In	other	words	,	the	
Federal	Government	will	loan	its	credit	to	
businesses	that	wish	to	come	to	areas	such	as	this	,	
will	provide	voca;onal	retraining	for	older	
workers	,	provide	supplemental	unemployment	
compensa;on	benefits	for	those	who	are	out	of	
work	for	a	long	;me	,	will	aid	in	cleansing	the	
rivers	,	will	aid	in	trying	to	bring	new	industry	into	
this	area	.

A	real		truth	squad	,		for	example	,	would	find	it	necessary	to	ask	
Mr.	Nixon	such	ques;ons	as	these	:	1.	Why	do	you	repeat	the	
statement	that	real	wages	have	gone	up	15	percent	during	the	
present	administra;on	compared	with	only	2	percent	in	the	
previous	one	,	when	your	own	Department	of	Labor	figures	
clearly	establish	that	the	increase	between	September	1945	(	the	
first	postwar	month	)	and	January	1953	was	18.3	percent	while	
the	increase	between	January	1953	and	August	1960	has	been	
13.7	percent	.	2.	Why	have	you	not	personally	admi]ed	that	you	
misquoted	me	when	you	said	that	in	my	Detroit	speech	on	Labor	
Day	I	had	said		What	the	American	labor	movement	wants	for	
America	is	what	I	want	for	America		when	this	statement	did	not	
appear	in	either	my	advance	statement	or	in	the	speech	as	
actually	delivered	?	3.	When	you	insist	that	Federal	aid	to	
teachers	salaries	means	Federal	control	over	educa;on	,	are	you	
aware	of	the	fact	that	the	present	program	for	aid	to	federally	
impacted	areas	has	been	free	of	such	control	,	and	that	the	
provision	which	you	killed	with	your	;e-breaking	vote	contained	
explicit	language	ruling	out	any	Federal		direc;on	,	supervision	,	
or	control	over	the	policy	determina;ons	,	personnel	,	program	
of	instruc;on	,	or	the	administra;on	or	opera;on	of	any	school	
or	school	system		?	4.	How	can	you	claim	credit	for	the	present	
administra;on	for	more	new	water	project	starts	than	any	other	
;me	in	our	history	,	when	the	stated	Republican	posi;on	except	
in	campaign	elec;on	years	has	been	a	no-new-starts	policy	that	
the	Democra;c	Congress	has	sought	to	overcome	?	5.	How	can	
you	call	the	vetoed	1960	Democra;c	bill	on	depressed	areas		
straight	pork	barrel		when	your	own	Secretary	of	Labor	,	just	24	
hours	before	the	veto	was	announced	,	called	the	bill		good	
enough	so	that	any	Senator	or	Congressman	from	a	State	with	
areas	of	chronic	unemployment	would	have	no	alterna;ve	but	
vote	for	it		?	6.	Why	do	you	take	credit	for	the	present	levels	of	
opera;ons	at	the	Na;onal	Ins;tutes	of	Health	,	when	the	
Democra;c	Congress	,	ignoring	threats	of	veto	,	raised	the	
administra;on	request	from	$	400	million	to	$	560	million	for	the	
present	year	-	the	sixth	consecu;ve	year	that	Democrats	have	
raised	administra;on	requests	?	7.	On	October	5	,	in	
Philadelphia	,	you	talked	about	civil	rights	and	said	,		My	posi;on	
and	that	of	my	running	mate	has	been	clear	and	straighrorward	.	
We	have	said	the	same	thing	in	every	sec;on	of	the	country	.

It	is	sound	.	We	have	seen	unemployment	move	
down	last	month	more	than	seasonally	and	
employment	rise	more	than	seasonally	.	New	car	
sales	are	moving	up	.

I	am	not	talking	about	prosperity	for	our	largest	
banks	,	our	largest	defense	contractors	,	or	our	
largest	investors	who	have	made	record	profits	
under	the	high	interest	rate	procurement	and	tax	
policies	of	this	administra;on	.	I	am	talking	about	
prosperity	for	all	the	people	-	for	the	women	in	
some	of	our	largest	stores	who	are	being	paid	65	
cents	an	hour	-	for	the	re;red	cu]er	who	can	not	
pay	his	medical	bills	on	an	average	social	security	
check	of	$	72	a	month	-	for	the	unemployed	fi]er	
who	must	support	his	family	on	an	unemployment	
check	averaging	less	than	$	35	a	week	-	for	the	
Negro	accountant	who	has	to	take	a	job	as	a	
messenger	-	for	the	Puerto	Rican	lawyer	who	has	
to	drive	a	truck	-	the	children	who	have	to	grow	up	
in	overcrowded	slums	and	go	to	overcrowded	
schools	-	they	are	not	sharing	in	what	Mr.	Nixon	
calls	unprecedented	prosperity	.	But	to	meet	their	
needs	effec;vely	,	according	to	Mr.	Nixon	,	would	
take	higher	taxes	or	infla;on	.

[	Applause	.	]	The	Republican	Party	has	never	broken	
through	new	ground	,	has	never	stood	for	progress	,	has	
opposed	step	by	step	every	piece	of	progressive	legisla;on	
passed	for	the	benefit	of	the	people	in	the	last	25	years	,	
housing	,	social	security	,	minimum	wage	,	unemployment	
compensa;on	-	all	of	the	things	which	make	it	possible	for	
us	to	build	a	strong	and	vital	society	.	I	ask	you	to	join	us	in	
1960	.

We	'll	see	that	we	move	ahead	in	science	.	We	will	see	
to	it	that	we	have	social	security	and	unemployment	
insurance	,	that	we	will	extend	all	of	these	things	that	
are	good	for	America	and	that	Americans	need	,	but	I	
say	to	you	also	,	as	President	,	that	there	will	be	
certainly	not	one	dollar	spent	that	does	n't	need	to	be	
spent	.	And	here	you	've	got	a	choice	.

[	Applause	.	]	These	are	the	issues	:	What	kind	of	a	
country	are	we	going	to	build	?	How	are	we	going	to	
s;mulate	the	economy	of	this	country	?	What	monetary	
and	fiscal	policies	will	we	follow	,	which	will	provide	full	
employment	for	our	people	?	How	will	we	protect	their	
unemployment	compensa;on	if	they	are	out	of	work	?	
How	will	we	be	sure	that	they	are	adequately	cared	for	
when	they	are	searching	for	work	?	How	will	we	take	care	
of	our	children	and	make	sure	that	they	have	the	best	
educa;onal	system	in	the	world	?	Those	of	you	who	work	
for	a	living	know	that	your	children	must	be	well	
educated	if	they	are	going	to	work	their	way	in	the	1960	
's	and	the	1970	's	.	Industry	is	changing-steel	and	all	the	
rest	.

What	we	have	done	in	the	Eisenhower	administra;on	is	
that	we	have	developed	policies	that	have	brought	high	
employment	but	without	war	,	and	I	can	assure	you	that	
we	are	going	to	do	everything	we	can	to	expand	the	
economy	,	to	con;nue	to	see	that	those	Americans	who	
want	to	work	will	be	able	to	get	work	.	My	last	point	is	
this	:	Look	at	the	unemployment	figures	.	They	are	
going	down	every	month	.

Every	piece	of	important	legisla;on	of	benefit	to	our	
people	was	opposed	by	the	Republicans	when	they	
first	came	into	being	,	away	back	to	the	Federal	
Reserve	Board	,	all	the	reforms	of	the	Roosevelt	
administra;on	,	social	security	,	all	the	others	,	
minimum	wage	,	housing	,	benefits	to	the	farmers	,	all	
opposed	.	Now	,	with	that	long	history	,	TVA	,	the	
development	of	our	resources	,	all	in	opposi;on	,	with	
that	long	history	,	how	can	we	expect	that	that	party	
and	that	candidate	can	move	this	country	ahead	,	with	
all	the	changes	coming	on	,	the	prospects	for	
unemployment	,	the	recession	possibly	this	winter	in	
1961	,	with	our	farm	income	down	25	percent	,	with	
35	percent	of	our	brightest	boys	and	girls	never	seeing	
the	inside	of	a	college	,	who	graduate	from	high	
school	,	our	pres;ge	in	the	world	being	affected	,	with	
Communists	on	the	march	,	Castro	on	the	march	.	I	
believe	the	United	States	has	to	make	a	decision	.

I	was	the	floor	manager	and	as	chairman	of	the	
Subcommi]ee	on	Labor	brought	the	first	area	
redevelopment	bill	to	the	floor	of	the	Senate	.	We	
passed	that	bill	for	depressed	areas	,	and	I	represented	
a	number	of	them	-	the	city	of	Lawrence	Mass	,	had	30	
percent	unemployment	for	4	years	.	I	brought	that	bill	
and	managed	it	through	the	Senate	.

But	both	of	them	lived	many	,	many	years	longer	,	
and	both	of	them	,	the	longer	they	lived	,	gained	
love	and	affec;on	from	the	American	people	-	and	I	
would	only	hope	tonight	that	,	however	this	
elec;on	turns	out	,	Senator	Kennedy	and	I	in	the	
years	ahead	will	be	able	to	conduct	ourselves	with	
the	dignity	,	the	decency	which	earned	the	esteem	
and	the	love	of	the	American	people	for	the	two	
men	who	were	engaged	in	that	great	campaign	of	
1928	.	The	decline	in	unemployment	throughout	
the	country	reported	last	week	by	the	Departments	
of	Labor	and	Commerce	is	good	news	for	America	.	
It	must	have	come	as	a	disappoin;ng	surprise	to	
the	opposi;on	camp	from	which	we	are	hearing	so	
much	foreboding	talk	about	the	future	these	days	.

That	problem	,	for	America	,	has	been	solved	.	What	
have	not	been	solved	are	those	problems	which	lie	
largely	in	the	realm	of	public	ac;on	-	bad	housing	,	
poverty	,	recessions	,	unemployment	,	discrimina;on	,	
crowded	and	obsolete	schools	and	hospitals	and	
libraries	,	inadequate	recrea;on	,	the	breakdown	of	
mass	transporta;on	,	polluted	air	and	water	,	juvenile	
delinquency	.	These	problems	are	compounded	as	we	
become	more	and	more	an	urban	na;on	.

They	are	not	the	goals	of	his	party	,	and	Mr.	Nixon	and	his	
party	have	opposed	and	killed	every	one	of	these	
programs	.	And	their	opposi;on	-	an	opposi;on	born	of	
indifference	to	the	urgent	needs	of	the	American	people	-	
has	helped	transform	the	Duluth	-	Superior	area	into	a	
sec;on	of	declining	income	,	and	increasing	
unemployment	.	But	northern	Minnesota	has	not	been	
the	only	area	to	suffer	.

Put	your	thumb	down	regardless	of	what	
you	do	.	We	are	figh;ng	a	candidate	,	the	
Republican	Party	,	that	for	20	years	has	
opposed	what	the	people	need	,	
minimum	wage	,	housing	,	
unemployment	compensa;on	.	The	real	
issue	is	which	party	and	which	candidate	
can	best	strengthen	the	United	States	,	
can	best	serve	the	public	interest	.

I	do	not	agree	-	and	the	Democra;c	Party	has	
never	agreed	.	Unemployment	is	not	
inisignificant	to	the	almost	4	million	Americans	
who	want	to	work	,	but	who	ca	n't	find	work	-	
almost	a	quarter	of	a	million	of	them	in	
Michigan	alone	-	or	to	the	almost	900,000	
Americans	who	have	been	out	of	work	for	more	
than	15	weeks	and	who	are	now	classified	as		
long-term	unemployed	.		Unemployment	is	not	
insignificant	to	the	families	of	the	unemployed	-	
families	who	are	forced	to	live	in	substandard	
homes	and	are	unable	to	maintain	even	a	
subsistence	of	living	in	the	richest	country	on	
earth	.

Unemployment	is	not	inisignificant	to	the	almost	4	
million	Americans	who	want	to	work	,	but	who	ca	
n't	find	work	-	almost	a	quarter	of	a	million	of	them	
in	Michigan	alone	-	or	to	the	almost	900,000	
Americans	who	have	been	out	of	work	for	more	
than	15	weeks	and	who	are	now	classified	as		long-
term	unemployed	.		Unemployment	is	not	
insignificant	to	the	families	of	the	unemployed	-	
families	who	are	forced	to	live	in	substandard	
homes	and	are	unable	to	maintain	even	a	
subsistence	of	living	in	the	richest	country	on	
earth	.	Unemployment	is	not	insignificant	to	the	
children	of	the	unemployed	who	are	deprived	of	
decent	clothing	and	a	decent	diet	.

Consider	their	whole	20-year	record	.	For	6	
years	in	the	1930	's	the	opposi;on	failed	
miserably	to	solve	the	problem	of	
unemployment	.	In	1939	,	when	war	came	in	
Europe	,	unemployment	in	America	,	a8er	6	
fu;le	years	of	their	trying	to	solve	it	,	stood	
just	under	9	Â½	million	.

Here	is	what	Mr.	Nixon	said	;	making	one	of	his	
speeches	to	Republican	businessmen	in	Hot	
Springs	,	Va	.	,	here	is	what	he	said	:		Unless	
unemployment	goes	over	4.5	million	,		Mr.	Nixon	
says	,		Unless	unemployment	goes	over	4.5	
million	,	it	can	not	become	a	significant	issue	in	
the	minds	of	a	great	many	people	.	There	must	,	
a8er	all	,	be	some	unemployment	.

Today	,	the	country	has	126	areas	of	substan;al	labor	
surplus	-	areas	like	Bay	City	,	Flint	,	and	the	Iron	Range	-	
areas	of	declining	industry	-	where	there	is	poverty	and	
hunger	-	where	men	have	been	searching	for	work	,	but	
can	not	find	work	.	Unemployment	in	any	of	these	
areas	harms	the	en;re	Na;on	,	depriving	all	our	
industry	of	markets	,	decreasing	total	purchasing	
power	,	and	depriving	us	of	needed	produc;on	.	The	
distress	may	be	regional	,	but	the	problem	is	a	na;onal	
problem	.

Steel	produc;on	is	going	up	.	Unemployment	is	
going	down	,	and	we	find	that	more	Americans	
are	employed	today	,	earning	more	,	spending	
more	,	inves;ng	more	than	at	any	;me	in	
history	.	Why	?	Because	the	American	people	
believe	in	America	.

First	,	while	I	said	that	the	American	economy	
was	failing	to	move	ahead	fast	enough	to	meet	
the	needs	of	the	Na;on	or	the	people	,	Mr.	
Nixon	said	that		We	'd	never	had	it	so	good	,		
that	the	Na;on	was	enjoying		unexampled	
prosperity	.		Since	that	;me	unemployment	has	
risen	to	more	than	6	percent	,	the	highest	since	
the	great	recession	of	1958	.	In	the	past	5	
months	we	have	lost	almost	$	1	billion	of	our	
dwindling	gold	reserves	to	foreign	banks	.

Are	we	facing	a	slump	?	And	I	tell	you	
we	're	not	.	I	point	to	the	fact	that	we	
have	had	a	greater	increase	in	
employment	last	month	than	is	usually	
the	case	seasonally	and	a	decrease	in	
unemployment	which	is	greater	than	
usual	.	I	also	point	to	something	else	.

I	would	like	to	have	him	make	that	speech	in	some	of	the	
places	I	was	in	yesterday	,	coal	mine	areas	,	factories	,	50	
percent	of	capacity	in	steel	,	even	less	than	that	in	coal	.	But	
then	the	White	House	added	,	Unemployment	is	widely	
disappearing	.	We	are	nearing	the	final	triumph	over	poverty	
than	ever	before	in	the	history	of	our	land	.

Mr.	Nixon	has	fancy	new	labels	for	the	old	Benson	
product	,	and	he	talks	of	jail	sentences	and	runaway	
infla;on	if	my	program	is	adopted	-	but	the	American	
farmer	,	who	remembers	that	food	prices	were	actually	
lower	in	1952	when	his	income	was	much	higher	,	agrees	
that	it	is	;me	the	laws	of	supply	and	demand	were	put	to	
work	for	him	instead	of	always	opera;ng	against	him	.	
(	4	)	Unemployment	:	Mr.	Nixon	,	who	thinks	several	
million	unemployed	is	inevitable	and	nothing	to	worry	
about	,	is	sa;sfied	today	with	what	he	calls	our	
unprecedented	prosperity	-	but	I	think	we	can	do	be]er	
in	pupng	our	unemployed	back	to	work	,	using	our	idle	
capacity	in	steel	,	coal	and	other	industries	,	and	finding	
jobs	for	the	thousands	of	young	men	and	women	who	
are	pouring	into	our	labor	market	every	week	of	the	
year	.	(	5	)	Trus;ng	the	voters	:	Mr.	Nixon	and	the	
Republicans	are	unwilling	to	reveal	to	the	American	
people	reports	containing	the	facts	about	our	pres;ge	,	
the	truth	about	the	Nixon	-	Khrushchev	talks	,	the	basis	of	
the	present	missile	gap	as	contained	in	the	Gaither	
report	,	and	the	facts	about	whether	we	are	heading	for	a	
third	recession	prepared	by	the	Department	of	
Commerce	.

He	knows	there	are	more	people	with	more	
jobs	than	at	any	;me	in	history	.	He	knows	
there	are	pockets	of	unemployment	.	But	he	
knows	that	his	rump	session	of	the	Congress	
did	n't	do	a	thing	about	it	,	and	we	will	,	and	
it	's	;me	we	ought	to	lay	these	things	out	so	
that	the	people	can	understand	it	.


