Secondly, | have tried in this campaign to

set before the American people their

unfinished agenda - the tasks which Franklin
Roosevelt did not foresee in 1933 - the tasks
which Harry Truman could not complete by
1953 - and the tasks on which in 8
Republican years we never even started .
We have a minimum wage , but to be of any

The principles for which Dwight Eisenhower
and | have fought and will continue to fight
are the ideals not only of Republicans but of
Democrats as well . All through the
campaign my opponent has been
trumpeting the falsehood that |, in effect,
feast on human misery - that | oppose

minimum wage , help to

social security , medical care for the aged,

distressed areas,

help at today 's prices it must be raised to $
1.25 an hour . We have social security , but
to meet the most basic need of older
people today, it must be amended to

include medical care.
the aged by playing on their fears .

The misstatement : In the second debate
Senator Kennedy said : The Republicans in
recent years , not only in the last 25 years,

of us, those of us who serve \n the

and all else that concerns the good of the
American people . Last week Mr. Kennedy
called me the leader of the social security
wrecking crew - trying to secure votes from

One, | believe, is the responsibility Rf all

Congress , those of us who may serve i

but in the last 8 years , have opposed * * *
minimum wage * * The facts : Senator
Kennedy is saying that Republicans who
opposed his particular bill are against
minimum wage . The administration

the Presidency or in the executjve branc
to bring up to date, to make mqdern,

those programs which have beeN part of
our political life , part of our natidnal life,,

/ for 20 or 25 or 30 years

We are going to have , by the middle of November, 1 million
unsold cars, the highest inventory of unsold cars in the history of
the United States . Now , anyone who believes that under those
conditions we should continue that kind of leadership , that
supports leadership that twice , not once, but twice vetoed the
area redevelopment bill , sponsored by your Congressman , Dan
Flood , and your Senator , Joe Clark - anyone that believes that a
minimum wage of § 1.25 is extreme , Mr. Nixon is your man . But
anyone who believes as | do that this country will never be strong
in the world , that we will never be successful in turning Mr.
Khrushchev back , we will never be successful in expanding
freedom around the world unless we have in this country a strong
and vital and progressive society , and that is what we are

committed to, that is what we are committed to, and | believe
the American people on November 8, faced with a choice of a
leadership that looks to the past and the present, and

. In other

ords, \ as the only hope of freedom .

recognizing that this country , the only hope of freedom that
there is, we are the only sentinel at the gate , and if we do n't
move ahead , if we do n't provide employment for our people, if
we do n't use our facilities to the fullest, if we do n't educate our
children and provide under social security medical care for our
aged and jobs for those in between, then the United States,

instead of being the leader of the free world , will cease to count \

The administration supported an increase in the
minimum wage in 1955, and in 1957 urged

Every administration and every 3 or 4 years,
this country has to recognize that we must

| believe the American people prefer their experience
under the Democratic Party . Our experience is written in

legislation to extend minimum wage coverage
to some 3 million additional workers , an
extension which the Democratic-led Congress
failed to approve . In 1960, this administration

move ahead . So there is one set of
opportunities which will be open to the
next President and the next C

frimum wage of $ 1.25 an hour , medical

the Social Security Act , the minimum wage laws , the FHA ,
the REA, guaranteed bank deposits, TVA and a host of
other programs . The Bible tells us that whatsoever a man

> soweth , that shall he also reap .

sought to extend minimum wage coverage to <

care for the aged tied to social security , aid

The Republican program in education , unlike Mr.
Kennedy 's would provide funds for school
construction which would enable State and local
districts to use their money for raising teachers

salaries , without involving the Government in the

direct payment of teachers salaries which would

Rather, | believe they will elect a candidate whose
own philosophy and that of his party - the
lead Democratic Party - has been consistent in the people

3.1 million additional workers and indicated

to education, stimulation of housing, urban

/ support of an increase in the minimum wage to
$ 1.15 per hour . The misstatement : In the first

debate Senator Kennedy said that the
Republican Party gives only lipservice to
programs of medical care for the aged .

[ Applause . ] The same party that opposed
25/cents for a minimum wage in\the mid-
irties opposes unanimously , pketty nearly,

[ Applause . ] HereN

errewat—Fhese are all programs which have
heen part of our life for a great many years,
really since Framt
administration .

ir-Reasevelt 's first

the State of Michigan, in this great

In 1935, 90 percent of the Republicans voted
agatastsacial security . In 1937 and 1938, 90
percent of the Republicans voted agamn S
ent minimum wage . This summer , when we
tried to improvethe-standards of social security
by providing medical care for the agedtred-+to
social security , again the great majert
Repwhlicans , over 90 pe
medical care 3T

O

Those are who are paid a substandard wage

in the House , $ 1.25 in 1960 . The\same
party , the Republicans , who opposed social
security in the mid-thirties , opposey medical

industrial State , it is be
Republican Party who have s
cessions in the last 8 years , wh
proxessive legislation for the benefit o

een those who are the leaders of the
{lled this country into three

ve opposed every piece of
ur people, for care to

the midthirties , 90 percent of the Republican
Party voted against a 25-cent minimum wage .
This summer , as your Congressman can tell you ,

care for the aged .

, employment for our people , mini

in the House of Representatives , 90 percent of
m wage

the Republicans voted against a minimum wage

supported an increase in the minimum
wage in 1955, and in 1957 urged legislation
to extend minimum wage coverage to some
3 million additional workers , an extension
which the Democratic-led Congress failed to
approve . In 1960, this administration
sought to extend minimum wage coverage
to 3.1 million additional workers and
indicated support of an increase in the
minimum wage to $ 1.15 per hour .

ﬁ

wages up to date . The first minimu

| do n't stand where Mr. Nixon

minimum wage .

minimum wage , housing , education, to
| run against a candidafe nd a\party

which has opposed in the Jast A5 years
every piece of progressivellegislation
put forward . Minimum wdge - Mr.
Nixon 's Republican Pafty oted 40
percent against a 25-cg¢nt mhinimum
wage in the midthirtieg , and they\voted
90 percent against thelS 1.35 in 1960 .
They voted 90 percent|against socihl
security in the midthirties , #nd the
voted 90 percent agair|st the medicjl
care for the aged tied fo soclal security
in 1960 .

believe the issu
social legislation .

A shift of four or five Jotes ir{ the Houge
last June would have ¢nacted a real
minimum wage bill , wWith coyerage for
several million more families
minimum of $ 1.25 an/hour .
we will have those vofles - an
have a President who knows
minimum wage law mgans to
runaway shops and tojraise living
standards . | ask you also to eldct John
Swainson as Governorlof Michigan - a
great Governor to sucfeed a great
Governor .

ext Januayy
you will
hat a strong «

and which would expand coverage

away from some .

VA

In the midthirties , 9¢ percent ¢f the Republidan Party
voted against a 25-cgnt minimum wage . This fummer,
as your Congressmar can tell yqu , in the House of
Representatives, 90 percent of the Republican} voted
against a minimum wage of $ 1.P5 an hour, $ 5D a week
for a 40-hour week , for a busingss that makes myore
than a million dollars|a year , and Mr. Nixon calley it
extreme . He is frozen in the ice @f his own indiffdrence
if | ever saw a Republjcan candidgte who was .

inadequate

to pass a minimum wage billwhichb

bill in 1935 was 25 cents an hour .

stands . | do n't take his view abou

[ applause ] -1 do n't say that $ 1.2
minimum wage is extreme . | do n't
lead a party that voted nearly
unanimously against 25 cents

It is our responsibility to bring those programs,
extension of the right to vote, civil rights,

increase the opportunity for all Americans to
share in the abundance . And | do not share the

iew of the Vice President that these programs
extreme ; $ 1.25 minimum wage , not this

is quite clear in this field of

nd a basis to a dollar and a quarter in'§ years,

million people not presently covered
You have the House bill , which would
top raise the minimum wage to $ 1.15in 1
year, and which would expand coverage
o a much lower number , approximately
a million , net increase . It takes coverage

$ 1.25 min\mum wage\ in favor of a wholly
gwérage under minimum wage
which affettéd only about 1 million people .

ote of

This summer , when we tried to improve the
standards of social security by providing medical

re for the aged tied to social security , again the
gr]at majority of the Republicans , over 90

nt, voted against medical care for the aged
tied t] social security . Eighty percent of the
membeys of the House of Representatives who are
Republicyns voted against the $ 1.25 minimum
wage , S 58 a week for a 40-hour week for an
industry , a Business , that makes more than a
million dollars\a year . How can anybody live on it ?
No Member of ¥he Congress could .

| want to ask them three questions . They talk about
prosperity : No.1, Mr. Nixon says $ 1.25 a hour
minimum wage is extreme . Ninety percent of the
Republicans voted against it .

And it was extreme for Mr. Nixon . For he had previously voted
to completely remove 1 million workers from the protection of
the minimum wage laws and he is the candidate of a party
which opposed the first 25-cent-an-hour minimum wage and
which has fought against every increase since . 2. The job-price
squeeze has also frustrated the ambitions of millions of
Americans to buy their own homes .

Now ,\et 's look very practically at what happened in the last
session\of the Congress - this so-called Kennedy - Johnson
session \ They had a minimum wage bill in that session of the
Congress . They rejected this bill , which could have passed , and
they tried\ of course to get through a bill which would have
extended goverage to more people and which would have raised
the minimdm to $ 1.15 this year and to $ 1.25 next year . I wa

Meanwhile , the contradictory statements of
Senator Kennedy still leave him opposed to this
position . The misstatement : In the second
debate Senator Kennedy said : The Republicans
in recent years , not only in the last 25 years,
but in the last 8 years , have opposed * * *
minimum wage * * The facts : Senator Kennedy
is saying that Republicans who opposed his
particular bill are against minimum wage . The
administration supported an increase in the
minimum wage in 1955, and in 1957 urged
legislation to extend minimum wage coverage
to some 3 million additional workers , an
extension which the Democratic-led Congress
failed to approve .

glight in the last Congress for a bill to
provide $ 1.25 minimum wage for
restaura
all the rgst . Mr. Nixon says it is extrene .

They stem from the adminisirafion of Woodrow
Wilson and Franklin Rogs€velt and Harry Truman .
They are the effor
Democratic Corfgresses have made to write into law a
whole platform of social legislation , which permits all
AmeriCans to participate in our standard of living ,
inimum wage , social security , unemployment
compensation , housing , aid to education , medica
care for the aged, all of the great litany of pieces g
Yocial legislation for which we are distinguished which
yake it easy for a Democratic candidate to run fgr the
esidency , and which Mr. Nixon 's party has
posed . It is our function , however, not to rherely
ind ke the names of Franklin Roosevelt and Harry
\an , not to merely live off what they did/, but to
these old programs up to date .

which Democratic Presidents and

0 thgnk you very much . We

employees, retail stores and

\/

medical care for the aged .

Those who are tpo poor, uninformed , too

uneducated to ehjoy their constitutional freedoms of
e€doms . That is

choice, do not raally possess those

great freedomsA@e have to have a standard of living
for our peeple so that they can enjoy them .

pohse \fom the audience . | Mr. Nixon lead
grty whidh , in the midthirties , voted 95

educatiom\for our children, better opportunity forsl of our
citizens, it isNgetween that group on the one hand andtkQse

who want to pi
other . [ Applause™

this country up and move it forward on thé

The administration 's position is in sgtween . We

would extend coverage to approxima

ly 3 million not

presently covered , and the coverage which we would

extend is to those particular businesses wh
interstate and which have larger gross income

operate
nd,

therefore, businesses that we think could , therefqre,

pay the minimum wage , not resulting in
unemployment, which might result if such businesses
covered by the broader coverage of the Kennedy bill
were brought under the minimum wage . | think the
administration bill is the proper approach , and within
the Senate at the present time , where the legislation
currently is lodged , | am pressing for adoption of the

x_administration bill .

Nixon is your man . [ Re
audience .

[ Applause . ]

majority of th
tries to get the

of $ 1.25 an hour, S 50 a week for a 40-hour
week , for a business that makes more than a
million dollars a year , and Mr. Nixon called it
extreme .

More detailed study of 15 [ow-wage industries

minimum wage was not a determinative fagtor .
In order to obtain a still broader view, Thg study
was extended in six communities so as %0 include

AN

toward dictation from Washington as to whatist

in our schools to our children . It is a matter of record
that Republicans have extended social security and
strengthened minimum wage legislation . Moreover,
geh-for people to advocate programs, as

WE care toom
my opponent does , which would raise Federa

spending by over $ 15 billion a year - programs so

great they could be paid for, not out of miracles
eCONOME-grou but by 180 million Americans
higher taxes and higher prices-

| would answer the question , hoping Tha

am hitting the point , and if it does n't, if he

will call back in , we will give this question
priority . | have answered the question by
saying that | favor the raising of the minim
wage to $ 1.15 . | also favor extending
coverage to 3 million people not presently
covered .

Lo ekl o ol A DA. NI o a1l ty
S ITICTTOU AU TIOTITIC alTd aoTUau 1Vl INTAUTT CatTr Catr 1c

practical progressivism or economic conservatism,
but the label does not hide the package - which has
been Mr. Nixon 's and the Republican Party 's
constant opposition to meeting the needs of our
people , opposition to $ 1.25 minimum wage ,
opposition to aid to education , opposition to

of medical care for the aged under social security,

in opposition to decent housing , opposition to
adequate aid to the Nation 's depressed areas . Mr.
Nixon can apply any label be wants to this record ,
butthetrecord speaks far more eloquently than his
changing definitions’, Taftored-tesuijt the needs of his
audiences, one label for the South , another Torthe
North , another for the West, and still another for
the East .

aught

\JNixon believes that the program which

e recommended , of medical care for
the agedtheg-ta social security , is extreme .

um He believes , and has safttse.that $ 1.25 an
hour minimum wags_is extreme . [ RESpernse
from the audience .

Mr. Nixon made a speech 3 weeks ago about what we need to
do in housing , and he said in that speech the Housing Act of
1949 works very well , that is the basic housing act . Do you
know he voted against it as a Congressman ? He leads a party

that voted 90 percent against a 25-cent minimum wage in the
midthirties and votes 90 percent against $ 1.25 in 1960 . He
teadsaparty-thatvoted 90 percent against social security in

Y AX

both covered and noncovered industpies .

ponse from the

hen the vote comes
Senate , as Adgm Powell knows and §
knows , who pfovides the majority oflithe voges on every
issue , on civil fights , on housing , an{| mi
sickness , health , good days and bad |\who provides the
votes , who offers the ||
m through ? A majorig#{lf the Democrats,.

4| avekage wyge for laundry women in five
ties ¢f the

ited States is 64 cents an
ad far a 48-Hpur week . | believe in $ 1.25

the Hous
enator Le

any
man

mum waga ,

| do n't think the monetary and fiscal policies which
this administration has followed are good enough . |
believe that when they stand against the minimum
wage of $ 1.25 an hour, | think they are standing in
the way of progress . We have high interest rates and

the mi

N as a partial result we built this year 200,000 less

[ Applause . ] As long as there gfe 15 millig
American homes which are sgbstandard/, as
long as there are millions gf Americang who are
not even paid a $ 1 minitdum wage/ as long as
there are older people bver the age of 65 who
live on an average soflal-securigy check of less
than $ 78 a month /as long g€ there are people
around the worlg/who wispf to be free but are
not free , as lopg as therg are people around the
world who apé fighting’to maintain their
independegce , as Ighg as there are people who
look to ug'for leagérship , | believe we can

serve . fbelieve'the Democratic Party has a
respofsibilit

Woodrow Wilson , running in 1912 , said that the
Republican Party idea of policy is to sit on the lid .
Franklin Roosevelt carried the fight in 1932 and
1936 and Harry Truman carried the fight in 1948,
and on the issues which matter , housing , social
security , medical care for the aged minimum
wage , development of the resources of this
country, | believe the Democratic Party looks
forward . | believe it has presented to this country
programs which move the economy of this
ountry .

And, so | want to make clear where we do stand . |

favor programs , programs that are constructive ,

programs that will work , programs that will produce

progress ; more schools, a breakthrough in science, a

breakthrough in medical care and medical research ,
> progress in terms of better jobs for the American

endments , wio

people, raising the minimum standards as far as our
minimum wage , and our unemployment coverage is
concerned . All of these things | stand for, but | want

Senator John F. Kennedy , Demotrat of Massachusdtts ,

tonight expressed dtrong satisfa

ion with the minimpum

% . ] 1 do nd¢ believe that a political party which
in the last ¥5 years hasopposed housing and , minimum

And the recofd shows that the maj
oppose are R

wage bill , voted byl the Senate 6 to 34 . The minimum
wage bill , as passefl by the Senate today, will extend
protection of the mlinimum wageland the overtime

requirements to apjproximately 4

illion additional

employees and will|lalso provide for an increase to S 1.R5 in

the existing minimym wage . The

ill which passed the

Senate provides fol new coverageffor employees of retadil
and retail service epterprises havirlg annual gross sales ¢f a
million dollars or mpore , for employees in laundries withlan
annual gross sales ¢f a million dollars , for local transit

workers , seamen, telephone opergtors , and employees

engaged in fish progessing .

| wonder if he is going to be smiling
NoJember 9 ? [ Response from the

ience . ] The fact of the matteris, as
Corjgressman Flood knows , that the party
that voted 90 percent against the $ 1.25
minimum wage voted 90 percent in the

au

[ Applause . ] When a pq|
1935, 98 percent agains
wage , | know what the p
when that same political

the House of Representativds 85 percent agginst

$ 1.25 minimum wage in

wage as extreme , which
for the aged tied to socia

midthirties against 25 cents . The party
that voted against medical care for the
agep , 90 percent in 1960 , voted 90
pergent against the social security in the

midthirties .

[ Applause . ] The Republican Party has
never broken through new ground,
has never stood for progress , has
opposed step by step every piece of
progressive legislation passed for the
benefit of the people in the last 25
years, housing, social security ,
minimum wage , unemployment
compensation - all of the things which
make it possible for us to build a strong
and vital society . | ask you to join us in
1960 .

| want to make it clear that this is a
contest between two candidates and two
political parties who disagree on what is
needed to be done to make our country
strong . The Democratic Party and |
believe in a minimum wage of $ 1.25 .
We believe in urban renewal and better
housing .

Republican Party stands wherg it has always
stood-against ; not for, but against . Mr. Nixon
leads a party which regards $ 15 minimum

V

Mr. Nixon voted against it , every single
time, and | voted for it . Minimum wage
- | see some signs waved around by great
supportcrs of Mr. Nixon . | want to ask
them three questions .

I\

Lati
of the
which ha
has given &
disarmame

itical party vo¥es, in
the 25-cent mhiimum
Aty stands for ; @nd
party in 1960 votgs in

1960, | know the

regards\medical care
| security as extreme .

[ Applause . ] If you can tell me after 14
ears in the Congress , if you can tell me
dne single piece of original progressive
legislation for the benefit of the people
spaqnsored by either Mr. Nixon or the
Republican leadership - can you tell me
one Y Minimum wage ? [ Response from
the a\dience . ] Social security ?
[ Resp@nse from the audience .

Senators are paid much more than that, and so
are Vice Presidents . But Mr. Nixon stated that he
regarded $ 1.25 minimum wage for those
businesses making more than $ 1 million in
interstate commerce as extreme . He regarded a
bill which passed the U.S. Senate, aid to
education, he regarded that bill, and | quote him
again, as extreme.

esent rd
failed Yo maintain our militar

wage and sbcial security\and every great domestic
program which has been identified with progress in this
ountry , which has refused g recognize our changing
pes around the world , which\jquidated the credit

h Franklin\Roosevelt and Harky Truman built up in
hich has shown its§/f wholly uninformed

volution now taking place in Africa,

Government , which has pyrmitted

{o study here today than 10 ye¥s
er words , presided over the

e people of this country are
e future, are going to give
once more to the

First\, it will raise the minimum wage now
receiyed by 2 1/2 million workers from $ 1.10
to $ 1\25 an hour . Second, it will extend the

trength , which
ost Ko attention to the important subject of
having less than 100 people
in the entire FYJera
us to be second
less foreign stude
ago, which has, in d
United States in a chaNging time and refused to change -
believe on November 8\
going to take progress far
the leadership of this count
Democrats . [ Applause .

Qrking on it

bekt in outer space, which has Bxought

And Roosevelt and Landon , and Truman and
Dewey . Where did they get those candidates ? The
Republican Party for P5 years has put up
candidates, and, as @ party, has taken the ,
position against every piece of progressive
legislation that servedthe people , from minimum
wage to unemploymeht compensation, to better
housing, to aid for edlication, to more equal rights
for all Americans , for & stronger defense for a
stronger and more vitd| society . The Republican yeary

which h

date ,[to majee modern , those proglams

part of gdr national life , for 20 or 23{or 30

oritly of those who
| thellssues .

to make one thing clear : As far as the cost of my
programs are concerned , they are billions less than
what my opponent 's would cost .

epublicans and on 3

One, | pelieve, is thg responsibility| of all of

O serve in the Cdhgress,
ay serve in the P{lesidency

/

| think we can do better . As long as there are 15
million American families who live in substandard
housing, as long as the average wage for
laundrywomen in the five largest cities of this

avg been part of our politicd| life ,

n other words , to pass a mirfimum

Party , ever since it drdve Theodore Roosevelt into wagg bill which brings wages up to dte . The country is 65 cents for a 48-hour week, as long as
the wilderness 50 year} ago , has stood still . firgf minimum wage bill in 1935 was ||5 cents there are nearly 17 million Americans who are not
our . even covered by the dollar minimum wage, as long

Third , we mustAvork to establish decent,
adequate and/Aair national standards of

as 17 million Americans who are over 65 live on an
average social security check of less than S 78 a
month , as long as there is unfinished business
before our country, | think there is need for our
party . [ Applause .

unemploymént compensation and minimum
wages . The raising of the minimum wage and its

extensioh to cover millions of u
Amerjfan workers must be one
on the agenda of the next admi

gtandardized and extended .

protection of the Fair Labor Standards Act to
5 millioh additional employees, chiefly in

large-scdle interstate retail and service
industriey , thereby guaranteeing these
employeeg a fair minimum wage and a just
premium fpr overtime . Conscience and good
business sehse join in demanding the

enactment Qf this measure .

Today the Fair Labor Standards Act , with its guarantee of a
decent minimum wage , has become an established feature
of the American economic System but in 1937 a leading
Republican Congressman warned that if you pass this bill * *
* gone with the wind is our democratic system of
government and all the institutions we hold dear . Other
Republicans attacked minimum wage as communism and
the road to economic hell - 93 percent of the Republicans in
Congress voted to kill the bill calling for a 25-cent minimum
wage and the Republicans have opposed every increase in
the minimum wage ever since . Today the Social Security Act
is regarded as the most important and beneficial single piece

of social legislation in American history .

[ Laugkter . ] He voted as a Congressman in 1949
to take \million people out from under the
coverage Of the Minimum Wage Act . Mr. Nixon
and the Repblicans have stood against the
progress since §me began , and | believe in 1960,
in Michigan , whish knows the significance of this
election, | believe IN Michigan and the United
States, they are not gring to entrust leadership
to a candidate and a parky that looks to the past .

When a political party votes, in 1935, 98 percent
against the 25-cent minimum wage , | know what the
party stands for ; and when that same political party in
1960 votes in the House of Representatives 85 percent
against $ 1.25 minimum wage in 1960, | know the
Republican Party stands where it has always stood-
against ; not for , but against . Mr. Nixon leads a party
which regards $ 1.25 minimum wage as extreme,
which regards medical care for the aged tied to social
security as extreme . Mr. Nixon leads a party which Alf
Landon once led , from Pennsylvania .

nprotected
of the first items
nistration . Our

upemployment benefits , too , must be

They vetoed the housing bill . They
killed the $ 1.25 minimum wage .
They opposed medical care for the
aged .

We only need a few more . A shift of four or five votes in
the House last June would have enacted a real minimum
wage bill, with coverage for several million more families
and a minimum of $ 1.25 an hour . Next January we will
have those votes - and you will have a President who
knows what a strong minimum wage law means to stop
runaway shops and to raise living standards .

homes than we needed in this country to stay up
with our population .

They talked . But what did they produce ? They
promised a 25-percent minimum wage
increase in place of the program that President

for the aged tied to social security .

dthirties and voted 90 percent against the medical care

minimum wage , but also against the Presidents

ke Rules Committee
s.went to conference

Not one Republican on
would vote with us . No.2,
between the House and the Senatge on minimum
wage . Six out of seven Republicans osthat

conference voted against that not only the$ 1.25

And this administration says , when we try to
provide aid to education , when we try to provide
medical care for the aged, it is too extreme .
When we try to pass $ 1.25 minimum wage , per
hour, $ 50 a week [ applause ] $ 50 a week , Mr.
Nixon says it is extreme . Mr. Nixon represents the
same party that in the midthirties voted 90
percent against social security , 90 percent
against the minimum wage of 25 cents an hour,
and in 1960 voted 90 percent against the $ 1.25
minimum wage , and medical care for the aged
tied to social security .

[ Applause . ] And, therefore , the same political
party which could vote nearly 90 to 1 against
social security in 1935, could vote against
medical care, with only 1 vote forit, in 1960, or
the same party that voted 95 percent against the
25-cent minimum wage in 1935 could be opposed
to $ 1.25in 1960 . | believe that individuals and
parties have characteristics and , therefore , the
Republican candidates could run from the 20th
century on slogans like Stand Pat With McKinley
and Return to Normalcy With Harding and Keep
Cool With Coolidge .

Franklin Roosevelt proposed a 25-cent minimum
wage , back in the middle thirties ; 90 percent of
the Republicans voted against it . We proposed
this summer a minimum wage of $ 1.25 and 90
percent of the Members of the House of
Representatives voted against it . These are the
traditional issues, old but still new, and | believe
that the next President and the next Congress
must meet their responsibilities in this field .

own program which we finally offered as a

compromise .

The second bill that was up and which is an issue in
this campaign was a bill to provide $ 1.25 minimum
wage . Four-fifths of the Republicans in the House of
Representatives, including the Congressman of this
district , who is chairman of the congressional
committee for all Republicans, voted against the $
1.25 minimum wage for a 40-hour week , not for a
business which is only ten, fifteen , or twenty-five
thousand dollars a year, but for a business which

Eisenhower asked for and that could have
been passed and should have been passed .
What did the workers get ? Nothing at all .

My opponent wants to win . Why do n't | say,
Let 's have a dollar and a half ? Why nota $ 2
minimum wage ? Why not $ 5 ? And here you
get the basic economic principles . If you raise
the minimum wage , in my opinion - and all
the experts confirm this that | have talked to in

» makes more than $ 1 million a year , we wanted to
pay them $ 1.25 by 1962, not this year, but 1962,
and to pay those that were not covered by 1964 $
1.25, and four-fifths of the Republicans voted against
it . | think these issues are important , not because
the minimum wage is maybe the most important

issue in the United States today, and not because

medical care for the aged itself may be the most
important issue , and not because aid to education

itself may be the most important issue .

[ Applause . ] Any party which opposed , when it
began , social security , 90 percent , who voted 95
percent against the 25-cent minimum wage of the
midthirties , who voted 90 percent in the House of
Representatives against $ .25 an hour in 1960, any
party which has opposed housing legislation,

the Government - above $ 1.15, it would
mean unemployment ; unemployment,
because there are many industries that could
not pay more than $ 1.15 without cutting
down their work force ; $ 1.15 can be
absorbed , and then at a later time we could
move to $ 1.25 as the economy moves up .

To strengthen our country from within, he
promises to move the Federal Government into
the very heart of your school system by providing
Federal dollars for use to pay the salaries of your
teachers, which would inevitably bring Federal
control of what is taught . To assure a vital
economy , he promises a minimum wage that
official studies show would force unemployment
and business failures . To protect the unfortunate
he promises to give the wealthiest people in
American a helping hand with medical costs in
their later years , while withholding help from
some 3 million people with incomes of $ 2,000 or
less ; in fact, in the name of freedom he would
force this medical program on one and all, save
the 3 million who need help the most .

medical care for our aged tied to social security ,
any party which goes to the people in 1960, saying
we never had it so good , that our prestige has
never been higher - | do n't believe that they are
the party or the candidates to lead this country in
the dangerous sixties . [ Applause .

He did not equivocate , because he was the
President of the United States . The Lincoln
tradition is not found in a man who considers $
1.25 minimum wage to be , and | quote him
extreme . The Lincoln tradition of courage
[ applause ] is not found in a man who considers
, Federal aid for education and teachers salaries
to be extreme, and | quote him accurately,
and who calls helping our older citizens through
the medium of social security to provide
medical care for their aged life - who considers
that to be extreme.

The point is that we pay for that . Every time the President
vetoes a housing bill , every time a Republican Member
votes against the $ 1.25 minimum wage , every time we are
unable to get any support on our bill to tie medical care for
the aged to social security, it is not the Congress that
suffers , it is not the administration ; it is the people of the
United States who require , in my opinion, a progressive ,
forward-looking government if this country is going to
move forward . It is no accident that 400,000 peoplein a
rich State like Pennsylvania wait every month for surplus
food packages from the Federal Government .

For Mr. Nixon to say we ca n't afford to do more to clear our slums is
downgrading America . The Republicans tell us our economy was never
stronger ; then they tell us that a minimum wage of S 1.25 an hour
would break its back . Who can raise a family on $ 1.25 an hour, $50 a
week ? For Mr. Nixon to say S 1.25 an hour is extreme, as he did, is
underrating the great potential strength of the American economy .

By demonstrating that you are able and willing to assume
your responsibilities on the local level , that you can be
alert to the future needs of our citizens, that you can
emphasize cooperation , instead of duplication , with other
local governments , you have demonstrated your readiness
to join with leaders at every level of government, and in
both political parties , to make this a better , wiser,

—p stronger America . Senator John F. Kennedy , Democrat of

Massachusetts , tonight expressed strong satisfaction with
the minimum wage bill , voted by the Senate 62 to 34 . The
minimum wage bill , as passed by the Senate today, will
extend protection of the minimum wage and the overtime
requirements to approximately 4 million additional
employees and will also provide for an increase to $ 1.25 in
the existing minimum wage .

Mr. Nixon represents a party which has opposed progress
- for many years . He represents a party which voted 90
percent against a 25-cent minimum wage in the
midthirties , and voted 90 percent against $ 1.25
minimum wage in 1960 . He represents a party which has
opposed the strengthening of our educational system,
which has opposed medical care for our older citizens
tied to social security , which has brought recession in
1954, again in 1958, and has brought us to an economic
slowdown in the vital year of 1960 .



