
Secondly	,	I	have	tried	in	this	campaign	to	
set	before	the	American	people	their	
unfinished	agenda	-	the	tasks	which	Franklin	
Roosevelt	did	not	foresee	in	1933	-	the	tasks	
which	Harry	Truman	could	not	complete	by	
1953	-	and	the	tasks	on	which	in	8	
Republican	years	we	never	even	started	.	
We	have	a	minimum	wage	,	but	to	be	of	any	
help	at	today	's	prices	it	must	be	raised	to	$	
1.25	an	hour	.	We	have	social	security	,	but	
to	meet	the	most	basic	need	of	older	
people	today	,	it	must	be	amended	to	
include	medical	care	.

The	principles	for	which	Dwight	Eisenhower	
and	I	have	fought	and	will	conNnue	to	fight	
are	the	ideals	not	only	of	Republicans	but	of	
Democrats	as	well	.	All	through	the	
campaign	my	opponent	has	been	
trumpeNng	the	falsehood	that	I	,	in	effect	,	
feast	on	human	misery	-	that	I	oppose	
minimum	wage	,	help	to	distressed	areas	,	
social	security	,	medical	care	for	the	aged	,	
and	all	else	that	concerns	the	good	of	the	
American	people	.	Last	week	Mr.	Kennedy	
called	me	the	leader	of	the	social	security	
wrecking	crew	-	trying	to	secure	votes	from	
the	aged	by	playing	on	their	fears	.

The	misstatement	:	In	the	second	debate	
Senator	Kennedy	said	:	The	Republicans	in	
recent	years	,	not	only	in	the	last	25	years	,	
but	in	the	last	8	years	,	have	opposed	*	*	*	
minimum	wage	*	*	The	facts	:	Senator	
Kennedy	is	saying	that	Republicans	who	
opposed	his	parNcular	bill	are	against	
minimum	wage	.	The	administraNon	
supported	an	increase	in	the	minimum	
wage	in	1955	,	and	in	1957	urged	legislaNon	
to	extend	minimum	wage	coverage	to	some	
3	million	addiNonal	workers	,	an	extension	
which	the	DemocraNc-led	Congress	failed	to	
approve	.	In	1960	,	this	administraNon	
sought	to	extend	minimum	wage	coverage	
to	3.1	million	addiNonal	workers	and	
indicated	support	of	an	increase	in	the	
minimum	wage	to	$	1.15	per	hour	.

One	,	I	believe	,	is	the	responsibility	of	all	
of	us	,	those	of	us	who	serve	in	the	
Congress	,	those	of	us	who	may	serve	in	
the	Presidency	or	in	the	execuNve	branch	,	
to	bring	up	to	date	,	to	make	modern	,	
those	programs	which	have	been	part	of	
our	poliNcal	life	,	part	of	our	naNonal	life	,	
for	20	or	25	or	30	years	.	In	other	words	,	
to	pass	a	minimum	wage	bill	which	brings	
wages	up	to	date	.	The	first	minimum	
wage	bill	in	1935	was	25	cents	an	hour	.

I	run	against	a	candidate	and	a	party	
which	has	opposed	in	the	last	25	years	
every	piece	of	progressive	legislaNon	
put	forward	.	Minimum	wage	-	Mr.	
Nixon	's	Republican	Party	voted	90	
percent	against	a	25-cent	minimum	
wage	in	the	midthirNes	,	and	they	voted	
90	percent	against	the	$	1.25	in	1960	.	
They	voted	90	percent	against	social	
security	in	the	midthirNes	,	and	they	
voted	90	percent	against	the	medical	
care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	
in	1960	.

A	shi]	of	four	or	five	votes	in	the	House	
last	June	would	have	enacted	a	real	
minimum	wage	bill	,	with	coverage	for	
several	million	more	families	and	a	
minimum	of	$	1.25	an	hour	.	Next	January	
we	will	have	those	votes	-	and	you	will	
have	a	President	who	knows	what	a	strong	
minimum	wage	law	means	to	stop	
runaway	shops	and	to	raise	living	
standards	.	I	ask	you	also	to	elect	John	
Swainson	as	Governor	of	Michigan	-	a	
great	Governor	to	succeed	a	great	
Governor	.

You	have	the	Kennedy	bill	,	which	would	
raise	the	minimum	wage	on	a	graduated	
basis	to	a	dollar	and	a	quarter	in	3	years	,	
and	which	would	expand	coverage	to	5	
million	people	not	presently	covered	.	
You	have	the	House	bill	,	which	would	
raise	the	minimum	wage	to	$	1.15	in	1	
year	,	and	which	would	expand	coverage	
to	a	much	lower	number	,	approximately	
a	million	,	net	increase	.	It	takes	coverage	
away	from	some	.

We	are	going	to	have	,	by	the	middle	of	November	,	1	million	
unsold	cars	,	the	highest	inventory	of	unsold	cars	in	the	history	of	
the	United	States	.	Now	,	anyone	who	believes	that	under	those	
condiNons	we	should	conNnue	that	kind	of	leadership	,	that	
supports	leadership	that	twice	,	not	once	,	but	twice	vetoed	the	
area	redevelopment	bill	,	sponsored	by	your	Congressman	,	Dan	
Flood	,	and	your	Senator	,	Joe	Clark	-	anyone	that	believes	that	a	
minimum	wage	of	$	1.25	is	extreme	,	Mr.	Nixon	is	your	man	.	But	
anyone	who	believes	as	I	do	that	this	country	will	never	be	strong	
in	the	world	,	that	we	will	never	be	successful	in	turning	Mr.	
Khrushchev	back	,	we	will	never	be	successful	in	expanding	
freedom	around	the	world	unless	we	have	in	this	country	a	strong	
and	vital	and	progressive	society	,	and	that	is	what	we	are	
commided	to	,	that	is	what	we	are	commided	to	,	and	I	believe	
the	American	people	on	November	8	,	faced	with	a	choice	of	a	
leadership	that	looks	to	the	past	and	the	present	,	and	
recognizing	that	this	country	,	the	only	hope	of	freedom	that	
there	is	,	we	are	the	only	senNnel	at	the	gate	,	and	if	we	do	n't	
move	ahead	,	if	we	do	n't	provide	employment	for	our	people	,	if	
we	do	n't	use	our	faciliNes	to	the	fullest	,	if	we	do	n't	educate	our	
children	and	provide	under	social	security	medical	care	for	our	
aged	and	jobs	for	those	in	between	,	then	the	United	States	,	
instead	of	being	the	leader	of	the	free	world	,	will	cease	to	count	
as	the	only	hope	of	freedom	.

The	administraNon	supported	an	increase	in	the	
minimum	wage	in	1955	,	and	in	1957	urged	
legislaNon	to	extend	minimum	wage	coverage	
to	some	3	million	addiNonal	workers	,	an	
extension	which	the	DemocraNc-led	Congress	
failed	to	approve	.	In	1960	,	this	administraNon	
sought	to	extend	minimum	wage	coverage	to	
3.1	million	addiNonal	workers	and	indicated	
support	of	an	increase	in	the	minimum	wage	to	
$	1.15	per	hour	.	The	misstatement	:	In	the	first	
debate	Senator	Kennedy	said	that	the	
Republican	Party	gives	only		lipservice		to	
programs	of	medical	care	for	the	aged	.

[	Applause	.	]	Here	in	the	State	of	Michigan	,	in	this	great	
industrial	State	,	it	is	between	those	who	are	the	leaders	of	the	
Republican	Party	who	have	spilled	this	country	into	three	
recessions	in	the	last	8	years	,	who	have	opposed	every	piece	of	
progressive	legislaNon	for	the	benefit	of	our	people	,	for	care	to	
the	aged	,	employment	for	our	people	,	minimum	wage	,	
educaNon	for	our	children	,	beder	opportunity	for	all	of	our	
ciNzens	,	it	is	between	that	group	on	the	one	hand	and	those	
who	want	to	pick	this	country	up	and	move	it	forward	on	the	
other	.	[	Applause	.Meanwhile	,	the	contradictory	statements	of	

Senator	Kennedy	sNll	leave	him	opposed	to	this	
posiNon	.	The	misstatement	:	In	the	second	
debate	Senator	Kennedy	said	:	The	Republicans	
in	recent	years	,	not	only	in	the	last	25	years	,	
but	in	the	last	8	years	,	have	opposed	*	*	*	
minimum	wage	*	*	The	facts	:	Senator	Kennedy	
is	saying	that	Republicans	who	opposed	his	
parNcular	bill	are	against	minimum	wage	.	The	
administraNon	supported	an	increase	in	the	
minimum	wage	in	1955	,	and	in	1957	urged	
legislaNon	to	extend	minimum	wage	coverage	
to	some	3	million	addiNonal	workers	,	an	
extension	which	the	DemocraNc-led	Congress	
failed	to	approve	.

And	it	was	extreme	for	Mr.	Nixon	.	For	he	had	previously	voted	
to	completely	remove	1	million	workers	from	the	protecNon	of	
the	minimum	wage	laws	and	he	is	the	candidate	of	a	party	
which	opposed	the	first	25-cent-an-hour	minimum	wage	and	
which	has	fought	against	every	increase	since	.	2.	The	job-price	
squeeze	has	also	frustrated	the	ambiNons	of	millions	of	
Americans	to	buy	their	own	homes	.

It	is	our	responsibility	to	bring	those	programs	,	
extension	of	the	right	to	vote	,	civil	rights	,	
minimum	wage	,	housing	,	educaNon	,	to	
increase	the	opportunity	for	all	Americans	to	
share	in	the	abundance	.	And	I	do	not	share	the	
view	of	the	Vice	President	that	these	programs	
are	extreme	;	$	1.25	minimum	wage	,	not	this	
year	,	not	unNl	1962	,	for	those	people	already	
covered	,	not	unNl	1964	for	the	newly	covered	,	
and	sNll	that	bill	was	voted	against	by	75	to	80	
percent	of	the	Members	of	the	House	of	
RepresentaNves	who	are	Republicans	.	Now	,	I	
believe	the	issue	is	quite	clear	in	this	field	of	
social	legislaNon	.

Now	,	let	's	look	very	pracNcally	at	what	happened	in	the	last	
session	of	the	Congress	-	this	so-called	Kennedy	-	Johnson	
session	.	They	had	a	minimum	wage	bill	in	that	session	of	the	
Congress	.	They	rejected	this	bill	,	which	could	have	passed	,	and	
they	tried	of	course	to	get	through	a	bill	which	would	have	
extended	coverage	to	more	people	and	which	would	have	raised	
the	minimum	to	$	1.15	this	year	and	to	$	1.25	next	year	.

[	Response	from	the	audience	.	]	Mr.	Nixon	leads	
a	party	which	,	in	the	midthirNes	,	voted	95	
percent	against	a	25-cent	minimum	wage	,	and	
he	leads	a	party	which	in	1960	voted	95	percent	
against	$	1.25	minimum	wage	.	[	Response	from	
the	audience	.

I	think	it	is	a	good	quesNon	because	it	goes	to	
the	heart	of	the	mader	which	I	was	trying	to	
point	to	before	.	In	the	case	of	the	minimum	
wage	,	we	passed	out	of	the	Senate	by	a	vote	of	
nearly	2	to	1.	That	was	the	$	1.25	minimum	
wage	.	Earlier	,	the	House	of	RepresentaNves	
passed	a	bill	by	,	I	think	,	nine	votes	against	the	
$	1.25	minimum	wage	,	in	favor	of	a	wholly	
inadequate	coverage	under	minimum	wage	
which	affected	only	about	1	million	people	.

They	stem	from	the	administraNon	of	Woodrow	
Wilson	and	Franklin	Roosevelt	and	Harry	Truman	.	
They	are	the	efforts	which	DemocraNc	Presidents	and	
DemocraNc	Congresses	have	made	to	write	into	law	a	
whole	plalorm	of	social	legislaNon	,	which	permits	all	
Americans	to	parNcipate	in	our	standard	of	living	,	
minimum	wage	,	social	security	,	unemployment	
compensaNon	,	housing	,	aid	to	educaNon	,	medical	
care	for	the	aged	,	all	of	the	great	litany	of	pieces	of	
social	legislaNon	for	which	we	are	disNnguished	which	
make	it	easy	for	a	DemocraNc	candidate	to	run	for	the	
Presidency	,	and	which	Mr.	Nixon	's	party	has	
opposed	.	It	is	our	funcNon	,	however	,	not	to	merely	
invoke	the	names	of	Franklin	Roosevelt	and	Harry	
Truman	,	not	to	merely	live	off	what	they	did	,	but	to	
bring	these	old	programs	up	to	date	.

[	Applause	.	]	Mr.	Nixon	considers	a	minimum	
wage	of	$	1.25	to	be	extreme	.	Mr.	Nixon	
considers	Federal	aid	to	make	sure	that	
teachers	are	paid	a	decent	salary	to	be	
extreme	.

The	Republican	program	in	educaNon	,	unlike	Mr.	
Kennedy	's	would	provide	funds	for	school	
construcNon	which	would	enable	State	and	local	
districts	to	use	their	money	for	raising	teachers	
salaries	,	without	involving	the	Government	in	the	
direct	payment	of	teachers	salaries	which	would	lead	
toward	dictaNon	from	Washington	as	to	what	is	taught	
in	our	schools	to	our	children	.	It	is	a	mader	of	record	
that	Republicans	have	extended	social	security	and	
strengthened	minimum	wage	legislaNon	.	Moreover	,	
we	care	too	much	for	people	to	advocate	programs	,	as	
my	opponent	does	,	which	would	raise	Federal	
spending	by	over	$	15	billion	a	year	-	programs	so	
great	they	could	be	paid	for	,	not	out	of	miracles	of	
economic	growth	,	but	by	180	million	Americans	in	
higher	taxes	and	higher	prices	.

In	1935	,	90	percent	of	the	Republicans	voted	
against	social	security	.	In	1937	and	1938	,	90	
percent	of	the	Republicans	voted	against	the	25-
cent	minimum	wage	.	This	summer	,	when	we	
tried	to	improve	the	standards	of	social	security	
by	providing	medical	care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	
social	security	,	again	the	great	majority	of	the	
Republicans	,	over	90	percent	,	voted	against	
medical	care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	.

I	do	n't	stand	where	Mr.	Nixon	
stands	.	I	do	n't	take	his	view	about	
[	applause	]	-	I	do	n't	say	that	$	1.25	
minimum	wage	is	extreme	.	I	do	n't	
lead	a	party	that	voted	nearly	
unanimously	against	25	cents	
minimum	wage	.

This	summer	,	when	we	tried	to	improve	the	
standards	of	social	security	by	providing	medical	
care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	,	again	the	
great	majority	of	the	Republicans	,	over	90	
percent	,	voted	against	medical	care	for	the	aged	
Ned	to	social	security	.	Eighty	percent	of	the	
members	of	the	House	of	RepresentaNves	who	are	
Republicans	voted	against	the	$	1.25	minimum	
wage	,	$	50	a	week	for	a	40-hour	week	for	an	
industry	,	a	business	,	that	makes	more	than	a	
million	dollars	a	year	.	How	can	anybody	live	on	it	?	
No	Member	of	the	Congress	could	.

The	administraNon	's	posiNon	is	in	between	.	We	
would	extend	coverage	to	approximately	3	million	not	
presently	covered	,	and	the	coverage	which	we	would	
extend	is	to	those	parNcular	businesses	which	operate	
interstate	and	which	have	larger	gross	incomes	and	,	
therefore	,	businesses	that	we	think	could	,	therefore	,	
pay	the	minimum	wage	,	not	resulNng	in	
unemployment	,	which	might	result	if	such	businesses	
covered	by	the	broader	coverage	of	the	Kennedy	bill	
were	brought	under	the	minimum	wage	.	I	think	the	
administraNon	bill	is	the	proper	approach	,	and	within	
the	Senate	at	the	present	Nme	,	where	the	legislaNon	
currently	is	lodged	,	I	am	pressing	for	adopNon	of	the	
administraNon	bill	.

More	detailed	study	of	15	low-wage	industries	
showed	that	employment	rose	in	some	industries	
a]er	the	$	1	minimum	was	put	into	effect	and	
declined	in	others	.	Evidently	the	change	in	the	
minimum	wage	was	not	a	determinaNve	factor	.	
In	order	to	obtain	a	sNll	broader	view	,	the	study	
was	extended	in	six	communiNes	so	as	to	include	
both	covered	and	noncovered	industries	.

It	amounts	,	for	a	family	of	four	people	,	to	$	6.50	
for	a	family	of	four	,	which	amounts	to	a	grand	
total	of	5	cents	per	person	per	day	,	in	the	richest	
country	on	earth	.	If	you	feel	that	a	minimum	
wage	of	$	1.25	is	extreme	,	if	you	believe	that	
medical	care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	is	
worse	than	a	medical	aid	bill	which	requires	that	
an	old	person	must	take	an	oath	that	he	is	
medically	indigent	,	a	pauper	's	oath	,	before	he	
gets	public	assistance	,	if	you	feel	it	is	proper	to	
veto	two	depressed	area	bills	,	if	you	are	pleased	
by	the	fact	that	we	built	this	year	in	September	30	
percent	less	homes	than	a	year	ago	,	and	that	this	
administraNon	has	vetoed	two	housing	bills	in	the	
last	12	months	,	if	you	think	that	is	good	,	Mr.	
Nixon	is	your	man	.	[	Response	from	the	
audience	.

Mr.	Nixon	said	that	on	the	debate	a	week	ago	.	That	is	the	
same	party	that	voted	90	percent	against	25	cents	minimum	
wage	.	I	do	n't	lead	a	party	which	voted	90	percent	against	
social	security	,	which	ran	a	presidenNal	candidate	,	Alf	
Landon	,	in	1936	,	calling	for	the	repeal	of	social	security	,	
and	yet	that	is	the	same	party	in	1960	that	voted	against	
medical	care	for	the	aged	.

Yet	the	average	wage	for	laundry	women	in	five	
large	ciNes	of	the	United	States	is	64	cents	an	
hour	,	and	for	a	48-hour	week	.	I	believe	in	$	1.25	
minimum	wage	,	and	I	think	the	next	Congress	
should	pass	it	.	[	Applause	.

[	Applause	.	]	When	the	vote	comes	in	the	House	and	
Senate	,	as	Adam	Powell	knows	and	Senator	Lehman	
knows	,	who	provides	the	majority	of	the	votes	on	every	
issue	,	on	civil	rights	,	on	housing	,	and	minimum	wage	,	
sickness	,	health	,	good	days	and	bad	,	who	provides	the	
majority	of	the	votes	,	who	offers	the	amendments	,	who	
tries	to	get	them	through	?	A	majority	of	the	Democrats	.	
And	the	record	shows	that	the	majority	of	those	who	
oppose	are	Republicans	and	on	all	the	issues	.

And	,	so	I	want	to	make	clear	where	we	do	stand	.	I	
favor	programs	,	programs	that	are	construcNve	,	
programs	that	will	work	,	programs	that	will	produce	
progress	;	more	schools	,	a	breakthrough	in	science	,	a	
breakthrough	in	medical	care	and	medical	research	,	
progress	in	terms	of	beder	jobs	for	the	American	
people	,	raising	the	minimum	standards	as	far	as	our	
minimum	wage	,	and	our	unemployment	coverage	is	
concerned	.	All	of	these	things	I	stand	for	,	but	I	want	
to	make	one	thing	clear	:	As	far	as	the	cost	of	my	
programs	are	concerned	,	they	are	billions	less	than	
what	my	opponent	's	would	cost	.

In	the	midthirNes	,	90	percent	of	the	Republican	Party	
voted	against	a	25-cent	minimum	wage	.	This	summer	,	
as	your	Congressman	can	tell	you	,	in	the	House	of	
RepresentaNves	,	90	percent	of	the	Republicans	voted	
against	a	minimum	wage	of	$	1.25	an	hour	,	$	50	a	week	
for	a	40-hour	week	,	for	a	business	that	makes	more	
than	a	million	dollars	a	year	,	and	Mr.	Nixon	called	it	
extreme	.	He	is	frozen	in	the	ice	of	his	own	indifference	
if	I	ever	saw	a	Republican	candidate	who	was	.

[	Applause	.	]	I	do	not	believe	that	a	poliNcal	party	which	
in	the	last	25	years	has	opposed	housing	and	,	minimum	
wage	and	social	security	and	every	great	domesNc	
program	which	has	been	idenNfied	with	progress	in	this	
country	,	which	has	refused	to	recognize	our	changing	
Nmes	around	the	world	,	which	liquidated	the	credit	
which	Franklin	Roosevelt	and	Harry	Truman	built	up	in	
LaNn	America	,	which	has	shown	itself	wholly	uninformed	
of	the	present	revoluNon	now	taking	place	in	Africa	,	
which	has	failed	to	maintain	our	military	strength	,	which	
has	given	almost	no	adenNon	to	the	important	subject	of	
disarmament	,	having	less	than	100	people	working	on	it	
in	the	enNre	Federal	Government	,	which	has	permided	
us	to	be	second	,	best	in	outer	space	,	which	has	brought	
less	foreign	students	to	study	here	today	than	10	years	
ago	,	which	has	,	in	other	words	,	presided	over	the	
United	States	in	a	changing	Nme	and	refused	to	change	-	I	
believe	on	November	8	the	people	of	this	country	are	
going	to	take	progress	for	the	future	,	are	going	to	give	
the	leadership	of	this	country	once	more	to	the	
Democrats	.	[	Applause	.

Those	are	who	are	paid	a	substandard	wage	.	In	
the	midthirNes	,	90	percent	of	the	Republican	
Party	voted	against	a	25-cent	minimum	wage	.	
This	summer	,	as	your	Congressman	can	tell	you	,	
in	the	House	of	RepresentaNves	,	90	percent	of	
the	Republicans	voted	against	a	minimum	wage	
of	$	1.25	an	hour	,	$	50	a	week	for	a	40-hour	
week	,	for	a	business	that	makes	more	than	a	
million	dollars	a	year	,	and	Mr.	Nixon	called	it	
extreme	.

Every	administraNon	and	every	3	or	4	years	,	
this	country	has	to	recognize	that	we	must	
move	ahead	.	So	there	is	one	set	of	
opportuniNes	which	will	be	open	to	the	
next	President	and	the	next	Congress	,	
minimum	wage	of	$	1.25	an	hour	,	medical	
care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	,	aid	
to	educaNon	,	sNmulaNon	of	housing	,	urban	
renewal	.	These	are	all	programs	which	have	
been	part	of	our	life	for	a	great	many	years	,	
really	since	Franklin	Roosevelt	's	first	
administraNon	.

[	Applause	.	]	As	long	as	there	are	15	million	
American	homes	which	are	substandard	,	as	
long	as	there	are	millions	of	Americans	who	are	
not	even	paid	a	$	1	minimum	wage	,	as	long	as	
there	are	older	people	over	the	age	of	65	who	
live	on	an	average	social-security	check	of	less	
than	$	78	a	month	,	as	long	as	there	are	people	
around	the	world	who	wish	to	be	free	but	are	
not	free	,	as	long	as	there	are	people	around	the	
world	who	are	fighNng	to	maintain	their	
independence	,	as	long	as	there	are	people	who	
look	to	us	for	leadership	,	I	believe	we	can	
serve	.	I	believe	the	DemocraNc	Party	has	a	
responsibility	.

I	would	answer	the	quesNon	,	hoping	that	I	
am	hinng	the	point	,	and	if	it	does	n't	,	if	he	
will	call	back	in	,	we	will	give	this	quesNon	
priority	.	I	have	answered	the	quesNon	by	
saying	that	I	favor	the	raising	of	the	minimum	
wage	to	$	1.15	.	I	also	favor	extending	
coverage	to	3	million	people	not	presently	
covered	.

Mr.	Nixon	believes	that	the	program	which	
we	have	recommended	,	of	medical	care	for	
the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	,	is	extreme	.	
He	believes	,	and	has	said	so	,	that	$	1.25	an	
hour	minimum	wage	is	extreme	.	[	Response	
from	the	audience	.

Woodrow	Wilson	,	running	in	1912	,	said	that	the	
Republican	Party	idea	of	policy	is	to	sit	on	the	lid	.	
Franklin	Roosevelt	carried	the	fight	in	1932	and	
1936	and	Harry	Truman	carried	the	fight	in	1948	,	
and	on	the	issues	which	mader	,	housing	,	social	
security	,	medical	care	for	the	aged	minimum	
wage	,	development	of	the	resources	of	this	
country	,	I	believe	the	DemocraNc	Party	looks	
forward	.	I	believe	it	has	presented	to	this	country	
programs	which	move	the	economy	of	this	
country	.

[	Applause	.	]	The	same	party	that	opposed	
25	cents	for	a	minimum	wage	in	the	mid-
thirNes	opposes	unanimously	,	predy	nearly	,	
in	the	House	,	$	1.25	in	1960	.	The	same	
party	,	the	Republicans	,	who	opposed	social	
security	in	the	mid-thirNes	,	opposed	medical	
care	for	the	aged	.

I	do	n't	think	the	monetary	and	fiscal	policies	which	
this	administraNon	has	followed	are	good	enough	.	I	
believe	that	when	they	stand	against	the	minimum	
wage	of	$	1.25	an	hour	,	I	think	they	are	standing	in	
the	way	of	progress	.	We	have	high	interest	rates	and	
as	a	parNal	result	we	built	this	year	200,000	less	
homes	than	we	needed	in	this	country	to	stay	up	
with	our	populaNon	.

Senator	John	F.	Kennedy	,	Democrat	of	Massachuseds	,	
tonight	expressed	strong	saNsfacNon	with	the	minimum	
wage	bill	,	voted	by	the	Senate	62	to	34	.	The	minimum	
wage	bill	,	as	passed	by	the	Senate	today	,	will	extend	
protecNon	of	the	minimum	wage	and	the	overNme	
requirements	to	approximately	4	million	addiNonal	
employees	and	will	also	provide	for	an	increase	to	$	1.25	in	
the	exisNng	minimum	wage	.	The	bill	which	passed	the	
Senate	provides	for	new	coverage	for	employees	of	retail	
and	retail	service	enterprises	having	annual	gross	sales	of	a	
million	dollars	or	more	,	for	employees	in	laundries	with	an	
annual	gross	sales	of	a	million	dollars	,	for	local	transit	
workers	,	seamen	,	telephone	operators	,	and	employees	
engaged	in	fish	processing	.

And	Roosevelt	and	Landon	,	and	Truman	and	
Dewey	.	Where	did	they	get	those	candidates	?	The	
Republican	Party	for	25	years	has	put	up	
candidates	,	and	,	as	a	party	,	has	taken	the	
posiNon	against	every	piece	of	progressive	
legislaNon	that	serves	the	people	,	from	minimum	
wage	to	unemployment	compensaNon	,	to	beder	
housing	,	to	aid	for	educaNon	,	to	more	equal	rights	
for	all	Americans	,	for	a	stronger	defense	for	a	
stronger	and	more	vital	society	.	The	Republican	
Party	,	ever	since	it	drove	Theodore	Roosevelt	into	
the	wilderness	50	years	ago	,	has	stood	sNll	.

One	,	I	believe	,	is	the	responsibility	of	all	of	
us	,	those	of	us	who	serve	in	the	Congress	,	
those	of	us	who	may	serve	in	the	Presidency	
or	in	the	execuNve	branch	,	to	bring	up	to	
date	,	to	make	modern	,	those	programs	
which	have	been	part	of	our	poliNcal	life	,	
part	of	our	naNonal	life	,	for	20	or	25	or	30	
years	.	In	other	words	,	to	pass	a	minimum	
wage	bill	which	brings	wages	up	to	date	.	The	
first	minimum	wage	bill	in	1935	was	25	cents	
an	hour	.

Mr.	Nixon	made	a	speech	3	weeks	ago	about	what	we	need	to	
do	in	housing	,	and	he	said	in	that	speech	the	Housing	Act	of	
1949	works	very	well	,	that	is	the	basic	housing	act	.	Do	you	
know	he	voted	against	it	as	a	Congressman	?	He	leads	a	party	
that	voted	90	percent	against	a	25-cent	minimum	wage	in	the	
midthirNes	and	votes	90	percent	against	$	1.25	in	1960	.	He	
leads	a	party	that	voted	90	percent	against	social	security	in	
the	midthirNes	and	voted	90	percent	against	the	medical	care	
for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	.

Mr.	Nixon	voted	against	it	,	every	single	
Nme	,	and	I	voted	for	it	.	Minimum	wage	
-	I	see	some	signs	waved	around	by	great	
supportcrs	of	Mr.	Nixon	.	I	want	to	ask	
them	three	quesNons	.

[	Applause	.	]	When	a	poliNcal	party	votes	,	in	
1935	,	98	percent	against	the	25-cent	minimum	
wage	,	I	know	what	the	party	stands	for	;	and	
when	that	same	poliNcal	party	in	1960	votes	in	
the	House	of	RepresentaNves	85	percent	against	
$	1.25	minimum	wage	in	1960	,	I	know	the	
Republican	Party	stands	where	it	has	always	
stood-against	;	not	for	,	but	against	.	Mr.	Nixon	
leads	a	party	which	regards	$	1.25	minimum	
wage	as	extreme	,	which	regards	medical	care	
for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	security	as	extreme	.

Those	who	are	too	poor	,	uninformed	,	too	
uneducated	to	enjoy	their	consNtuNonal	freedoms	of	
choice	,	do	not	really	possess	those	freedoms	.	That	is	
why	we	fight	so	hard	for	minimum	wage	legislaNon	,	
for	beder	housing	,	for	social	security	protecNon	in	
illness	in	old	age	.	In	order	to	parNcipate	in	the	other	
great	freedoms	we	have	to	have	a	standard	of	living	
for	our	people	so	that	they	can	enjoy	them	.

I	wonder	if	he	is	going	to	be	smiling	
November	9	?	[	Response	from	the	
audience	.	]	The	fact	of	the	mader	is	,	as	
Congressman	Flood	knows	,	that	the	party	
that	voted	90	percent	against	the	$	1.25	
minimum	wage	voted	90	percent	in	the	
midthirNes	against	25	cents	.	The	party	
that	voted	against	medical	care	for	the	
aged	,	90	percent	in	1960	,	voted	90	
percent	against	the	social	security	in	the	
midthirNes	.

[	Applause	.	]	If	you	can	tell	me	a]er	14	
years	in	the	Congress	,	if	you	can	tell	me	
one	single	piece	of	original	progressive	
legislaNon	for	the	benefit	of	the	people	
sponsored	by	either	Mr.	Nixon	or	the	
Republican	leadership	-	can	you	tell	me	
one	?	Minimum	wage	?	[	Response	from	
the	audience	.	]	Social	security	?	
[	Response	from	the	audience	.

I	want	to	make	it	clear	that	this	is	a	
contest	between	two	candidates	and	two	
poliNcal	parNes	who	disagree	on	what	is	
needed	to	be	done	to	make	our	country	
strong	.	The	DemocraNc	Party	and	I	
believe	in	a	minimum	wage	of	$	1.25	.	
We	believe	in	urban	renewal	and	beder	
housing	.

They	talked	.	But	what	did	they	produce	?	They	
promised	a	25-percent	minimum	wage	
increase	in	place	of	the	program	that	President	
Eisenhower	asked	for	and	that	could	have	
been	passed	and	should	have	been	passed	.	
What	did	the	workers	get	?	Nothing	at	all	.

The	second	bill	that	was	up	and	which	is	an	issue	in	
this	campaign	was	a	bill	to	provide	$	1.25	minimum	
wage	.	Four-fi]hs	of	the	Republicans	in	the	House	of	
RepresentaNves	,	including	the	Congressman	of	this	
district	,	who	is	chairman	of	the	congressional	
commidee	for	all	Republicans	,	voted	against	the	$	
1.25	minimum	wage	for	a	40-hour	week	,	not	for	a	
business	which	is	only	ten	,	fi]een	,	or	twenty-five	
thousand	dollars	a	year	,	but	for	a	business	which	
makes	more	than	$	1	million	a	year	,	we	wanted	to	
pay	them	$	1.25	by	1962	,	not	this	year	,	but	1962	,	
and	to	pay	those	that	were	not	covered	by	1964	$	
1.25	,	and	four-fi]hs	of	the	Republicans	voted	against	
it	.	I	think	these	issues	are	important	,	not	because	
the	minimum	wage	is	maybe	the	most	important	
issue	in	the	United	States	today	,	and	not	because	
medical	care	for	the	aged	itself	may	be	the	most	
important	issue	,	and	not	because	aid	to	educaNon	
itself	may	be	the	most	important	issue	.

My	opponent	wants	to	win	.	Why	do	n't	I	say	,		
Let	's	have	a	dollar	and	a	half	?		Why	not	a	$	2	
minimum	wage	?	Why	not	$	5	?	And	here	you	
get	the	basic	economic	principles	.	If	you	raise	
the	minimum	wage	,	in	my	opinion	-	and	all	
the	experts	confirm	this	that	I	have	talked	to	in	
the	Government	-	above	$	1.15	,	it	would	
mean	unemployment	;	unemployment	,	
because	there	are	many	industries	that	could	
not	pay	more	than	$	1.15	without	cunng	
down	their	work	force	;	$	1.15	can	be	
absorbed	,	and	then	at	a	later	Nme	we	could	
move	to	$	1.25	as	the	economy	moves	up	.

[	Applause	.	]	Any	party	which	opposed	,	when	it	
began	,	social	security	,	90	percent	,	who	voted	95	
percent	against	the	25-cent	minimum	wage	of	the	
midthirNes	,	who	voted	90	percent	in	the	House	of	
RepresentaNves	against	$	l.25	an	hour	in	1960	,	any	
party	which	has	opposed	housing	legislaNon	,	
medical	care	for	our	aged	Ned	to	social	security	,	
any	party	which	goes	to	the	people	in	1960	,	saying	
we	never	had	it	so	good	,	that	our	presNge	has	
never	been	higher	-	I	do	n't	believe	that	they	are	
the	party	or	the	candidates	to	lead	this	country	in	
the	dangerous	sixNes	.	[	Applause	.

	I	think	we	can	do	beder	.	As	long	as	there	are	15	
million	American	families	who	live	in	substandard	
housing	,	as	long	as	the	average	wage	for	
laundrywomen	in	the	five	largest	ciNes	of	this	
country	is	65	cents	for	a	48-hour	week	,	as	long	as	
there	are	nearly	17	million	Americans	who	are	not	
even	covered	by	the	dollar	minimum	wage	,	as	long	
as	17	million	Americans	who	are	over	65	live	on	an	
average	social	security	check	of	less	than	$	78	a	
month	,	as	long	as	there	is	unfinished	business	
before	our	country	,	I	think	there	is	need	for	our	
party	.	[	Applause	.

First	,	it	will	raise	the	minimum	wage	now	
received	by	2	1/2	million	workers	from	$	1.10	
to	$	1.25	an	hour	.	Second	,	it	will	extend	the	
protecNon	of	the	Fair	Labor	Standards	Act	to	
5	million	addiNonal	employees	,	chiefly	in	
large-scale	interstate	retail	and	service	
industries	,	thereby	guaranteeing	these	
employees	a	fair	minimum	wage	and	a	just	
premium	for	overNme	.	Conscience	and	good	
business	sense	join	in	demanding	the	
enactment	of	this	measure	.

[	Applause	.	]	The	Republican	Party	has	
never	broken	through	new	ground	,	
has	never	stood	for	progress	,	has	
opposed	step	by	step	every	piece	of	
progressive	legislaNon	passed	for	the	
benefit	of	the	people	in	the	last	25	
years	,	housing	,	social	security	,	
minimum	wage	,	unemployment	
compensaNon	-	all	of	the	things	which	
make	it	possible	for	us	to	build	a	strong	
and	vital	society	.	I	ask	you	to	join	us	in	
1960	.

Rather	,	I	believe	they	will	elect	a	candidate	whose	
own	philosophy	and	that	of	his	party	-	the	
DemocraNc	Party	-	has	been	consistent	in	the	people	
's	interest	at	home	and	abroad	.	Mr.	Nixon	can	call	it	
pracNcal	progressivism	or	economic	conservaNsm	,	
but	the	label	does	not	hide	the	package	-	which	has	
been	Mr.	Nixon	's	and	the	Republican	Party	's	
constant	opposiNon	to	meeNng	the	needs	of	our	
people	,	opposiNon	to	$	1.25	minimum	wage	,	
opposiNon	to	aid	to	educaNon	,	opposiNon	to	
medical	care	for	the	aged	under	social	security	,	
opposiNon	to	decent	housing	,	opposiNon	to	
adequate	aid	to	the	NaNon	's	depressed	areas	.	Mr.	
Nixon	can	apply	any	label	be	wants	to	this	record	,	
but	the	record	speaks	far	more	eloquently	than	his	
changing	definiNons	,	tailored	to	suit	the	needs	of	his	
audiences	,	one	label	for	the	South	,	another	for	the	
North	,	another	for	the	West	,	and	sNll	another	for	
the	East	.

Not	one	Republican	on	the	Rules	Commidee	
would	vote	with	us	.	No.2,	we	went	to	conference	
between	the	House	and	the	Senate	on	minimum	
wage	.	Six	out	of	seven	Republicans	on	that	
conference	voted	against	that	not	only	the	$	1.25	
minimum	wage	,	but	also	against	the	President	's	
own	program	which	we	finally	offered	as	a	
compromise	.

To	strengthen	our	country	from	within	,	he	
promises	to	move	the	Federal	Government	into	
the	very	heart	of	your	school	system	by	providing	
Federal	dollars	for	use	to	pay	the	salaries	of	your	
teachers	,	which	would	inevitably	bring	Federal	
control	of	what	is	taught	.	To	assure	a	vital	
economy	,	he	promises	a	minimum	wage	that	
official	studies	show	would	force	unemployment	
and	business	failures	.	To	protect	the	unfortunate	,	
he	promises	to	give	the	wealthiest	people	in	
American	a	helping	hand	with	medical	costs	in	
their	later	years	,	while	withholding	help	from	
some	3	million	people	with	incomes	of	$	2,000	or	
less	;	in	fact	,	in	the	name	of	freedom	he	would	
force	this	medical	program	on	one	and	all	,	save	
the	3	million	who	need	help	the	most	.

He	did	not	equivocate	,	because	he	was	the	
President	of	the	United	States	.	The	Lincoln	
tradiNon	is	not	found	in	a	man	who	considers	$	
1.25	minimum	wage	to	be	,	and	I	quote	him		
extreme	.		The	Lincoln	tradiNon	of	courage	
[	applause	]	is	not	found	in	a	man	who	considers	
Federal	aid	for	educaNon	and	teachers	salaries	
to	be		extreme	,		and	I	quote	him	accurately	,	
and	who	calls	helping	our	older	ciNzens	through	
the	medium	of	social	security	to	provide	
medical	care	for	their	aged	life	-	who	considers	
that	to	be		extreme	.

The	point	is	that	we	pay	for	that	.	Every	Nme	the	President	
vetoes	a	housing	bill	,	every	Nme	a	Republican	Member	
votes	against	the	$	1.25	minimum	wage	,	every	Nme	we	are	
unable	to	get	any	support	on	our	bill	to	Ne	medical	care	for	
the	aged	to	social	security	,	it	is	not	the	Congress	that	
suffers	,	it	is	not	the	administraNon	;	it	is	the	people	of	the	
United	States	who	require	,	in	my	opinion	,	a	progressive	,	
forward-looking	government	if	this	country	is	going	to	
move	forward	.	It	is	no	accident	that	400,000	people	in	a	
rich	State	like	Pennsylvania	wait	every	month	for	surplus	
food	packages	from	the	Federal	Government	.

And	this	administraNon	says	,	when	we	try	to	
provide	aid	to	educaNon	,	when	we	try	to	provide	
medical	care	for	the	aged	,	it	is	too	extreme	.	
When	we	try	to	pass	$	1.25	minimum	wage	,	per	
hour	,	$	50	a	week	[	applause	]	$	50	a	week	,	Mr.	
Nixon	says	it	is	extreme	.	Mr.	Nixon	represents	the	
same	party	that	in	the	midthirNes	voted	90	
percent	against	social	security	,	90	percent	
against	the	minimum	wage	of	25	cents	an	hour	,	
and	in	1960	voted	90	percent	against	the	$	1.25	
minimum	wage	,	and	medical	care	for	the	aged	
Ned	to	social	security	.

Third	,	we	must	work	to	establish	decent	,	
adequate	and	fair	naNonal	standards	of	
unemployment	compensaNon	and	minimum	
wages	.	The	raising	of	the	minimum	wage	and	its	
extension	to	cover	millions	of	unprotected	
American	workers	must	be	one	of	the	first	items	
on	the	agenda	of	the	next	administraNon	.	Our	
unemployment	benefits	,	too	,	must	be	
standardized	and	extended	.

[	Laughter	.	]	He	voted	as	a	Congressman	in	1949	
to	take	1	million	people	out	from	under	the	
coverage	of	the	Minimum	Wage	Act	.	Mr.	Nixon	
and	the	Republicans	have	stood	against	the	
progress	since	Nme	began	,	and	I	believe	in	1960	,	
in	Michigan	,	which	knows	the	significance	of	this	
elecNon	,	I	believe	in	Michigan	and	the	United	
States	,	they	are	not	going	to	entrust	leadership	
to	a	candidate	and	a	party	that	looks	to	the	past	.

I	want	to	ask	them	three	quesNons	.	They	talk	about	
prosperity	:	No.1,	Mr.	Nixon	says	$	1.25	a	hour	
minimum	wage	is	extreme	.	Ninety	percent	of	the	
Republicans	voted	against	it	.

I	believe	the	American	people	prefer	their	experience	
under	the	DemocraNc	Party	.	Our	experience	is	wriden	in	
the	Social	Security	Act	,	the	minimum	wage	laws	,	the	FHA	,	
the	REA	,	guaranteed	bank	deposits	,	TVA	and	a	host	of	
other	programs	.	The	Bible	tells	us	that		whatsoever	a	man	
soweth	,	that	shall	he	also	reap	.

[	Applause	.	]	And	,	therefore	,	the	same	poliNcal	
party	which	could	vote	nearly	90	to	1	against	
social	security	in	1935	,	could	vote	against	
medical	care	,	with	only	1	vote	for	it	,	in	1960	,	or	
the	same	party	that	voted	95	percent	against	the	
25-cent	minimum	wage	in	1935	could	be	opposed	
to	$	1.25	in	1960	.	I	believe	that	individuals	and	
parNes	have	characterisNcs	and	,	therefore	,	the	
Republican	candidates	could	run	from	the	20th	
century	on	slogans	like		Stand	Pat	With	McKinley		
and		Return	to	Normalcy	With	Harding		and		Keep	
Cool	With	Coolidge	.

Mr.	Nixon	represents	a	party	which	has	opposed	progress	
-	for	many	years	.	He	represents	a	party	which	voted	90	
percent	against	a	25-cent	minimum	wage	in	the	
midthirNes	,	and	voted	90	percent	against	$	1.25	
minimum	wage	in	1960	.	He	represents	a	party	which	has	
opposed	the	strengthening	of	our	educaNonal	system	,	
which	has	opposed	medical	care	for	our	older	ciNzens	
Ned	to	social	security	,	which	has	brought	recession	in	
1954	,	again	in	1958	,	and	has	brought	us	to	an	economic	
slowdown	in	the	vital	year	of	1960	.

Franklin	Roosevelt	proposed	a	25-cent	minimum	
wage	,	back	in	the	middle	thirNes	;	90	percent	of	
the	Republicans	voted	against	it	.	We	proposed	
this	summer	a	minimum	wage	of	$	1.25	and	90	
percent	of	the	Members	of	the	House	of	
RepresentaNves	voted	against	it	.	These	are	the	
tradiNonal	issues	,	old	but	sNll	new	,	and	I	believe	
that	the	next	President	and	the	next	Congress	
must	meet	their	responsibiliNes	in	this	field	.

Senators	are	paid	much	more	than	that	,	and	so	
are	Vice	Presidents	.	But	Mr.	Nixon	stated	that	he	
regarded	$	1.25	minimum	wage	for	those	
businesses	making	more	than	$	1	million	in	
interstate	commerce	as		extreme	.		He	regarded	a	
bill	which	passed	the	U.S.	Senate	,	aid	to	
educaNon	,	he	regarded	that	bill	,	and	I	quote	him	
again	,	as		extreme	.

For	Mr.	Nixon	to	say	we	ca	n't	afford	to	do	more	to	clear	our	slums	is	
downgrading	America	.	The	Republicans	tell	us	our	economy	was	never	
stronger	;	then	they	tell	us	that	a	minimum	wage	of	$	1.25	an	hour	
would	break	its	back	.	Who	can	raise	a	family	on	$	1.25	an	hour	,	$	50	a	
week	?	For	Mr.	Nixon	to	say	$	1.25	an	hour	is		extreme	,		as	he	did	,	is	
underraNng	the	great	potenNal	strength	of	the	American	economy	.

	Today	the	Fair	Labor	Standards	Act	,	with	its	guarantee	of	a	
decent	minimum	wage	,	has	become	an	established	feature	
of	the	American	economic	System	but	in	1937	a	leading	
Republican	Congressman	warned	that		if	you	pass	this	bill	*	*	
*	gone	with	the	wind	is	our	democraNc	system	of	
government	and	all	the	insNtuNons	we	hold	dear	.		Other	
Republicans	adacked	minimum	wage	as		communism		and	
the		road	to	economic	hell		-	93	percent	of	the	Republicans	in	
Congress	voted	to	kill	the	bill	calling	for	a	25-cent	minimum	
wage	and	the	Republicans	have	opposed	every	increase	in	
the	minimum	wage	ever	since	.	Today	the	Social	Security	Act	
is	regarded	as	the	most	important	and	beneficial	single	piece	
of	social	legislaNon	in	American	history	.

When	a	poliNcal	party	votes	,	in	1935	,	98	percent	
against	the	25-cent	minimum	wage	,	I	know	what	the	
party	stands	for	;	and	when	that	same	poliNcal	party	in	
1960	votes	in	the	House	of	RepresentaNves	85	percent	
against	$	1.25	minimum	wage	in	1960	,	I	know	the	
Republican	Party	stands	where	it	has	always	stood-
against	;	not	for	,	but	against	.	Mr.	Nixon	leads	a	party	
which	regards	$	1.25	minimum	wage	as	extreme	,	
which	regards	medical	care	for	the	aged	Ned	to	social	
security	as	extreme	.	Mr.	Nixon	leads	a	party	which	Alf	
Landon	once	led	,	from	Pennsylvania	.

They	vetoed	the	housing	bill	.	They	
killed	the	$	1.25	minimum	wage	.	
They	opposed	medical	care	for	the	
aged	.

We	only	need	a	few	more	.	A	shi]	of	four	or	five	votes	in	
the	House	last	June	would	have	enacted	a	real	minimum	
wage	bill	,	with	coverage	for	several	million	more	families	
and	a	minimum	of	$	1.25	an	hour	.	Next	January	we	will	
have	those	votes	-	and	you	will	have	a	President	who	
knows	what	a	strong	minimum	wage	law	means	to	stop	
runaway	shops	and	to	raise	living	standards	.

By	demonstraNng	that	you	are	able	and	willing	to	assume	
your	responsibiliNes	on	the	local	level	,	that	you	can	be	
alert	to	the	future	needs	of	our	ciNzens	,	that	you	can	
emphasize	cooperaNon	,	instead	of	duplicaNon	,	with	other	
local	governments	,	you	have	demonstrated	your	readiness	
to	join	with	leaders	at	every	level	of	government	,	and	in	
both	poliNcal	parNes	,	to	make	this	a	beder	,	wiser	,	
stronger	America	.	Senator	John	F.	Kennedy	,	Democrat	of	
Massachuseds	,	tonight	expressed	strong	saNsfacNon	with	
the	minimum	wage	bill	,	voted	by	the	Senate	62	to	34	.	The	
minimum	wage	bill	,	as	passed	by	the	Senate	today	,	will	
extend	protecNon	of	the	minimum	wage	and	the	overNme	
requirements	to	approximately	4	million	addiNonal	
employees	and	will	also	provide	for	an	increase	to	$	1.25	in	
the	exisNng	minimum	wage	.

I	want	to	thank	you	very	much	.	We	
fought	in	the	last	Congress	for	a	bill	to	
provide	$	1.25	minimum	wage	for	
restaurant	employees	,	retail	stores	and	
all	the	rest	.	Mr.	Nixon	says	it	is	extreme	.


